





JPRS-NEA-86-035 


24 March 1986 


Near East/South Asia Report 





\FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVIC! 














— 

- 3.) 
‘rs o- 
af + 

+ 


«! 
> 
. a 
. 
> 
. 
> 
_ 
> : 
~ - 
- 
* 
- 
7 
. 
¥ ' 
a 
_ 








JPRS-NEA-86-035 


24 March 1986 


NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA REPORT 


a 


LONTENTS 


mad | ~a'-fata Al -WAF nn TTT TTT TTT TTT 
smentar . ses ian 
tat af - 3 : TD SSSSSSOSSSCSCSOSSCSOSOSOEOESEE 
ro es. iabda Negot iat ions 
hemmed Hawewaen; AL-JUMMURIYAR, 2 GR GOP cccccccececseces 
4 : 
Van « , ~ w —-* 
. A +A TE DP ce eS SESS SSSSSSSSeSeSeeeseeses 
° af > ss 
: : cs cum (a6 
i. _eeeee7 rc. #*#t + + += @ 
. : : ‘ J -~* 
- ne . ‘ > 





MAURITANIA 


Briefs 
‘Objection’ to 'Encroachment' on Iraq 24 
Joint Comaission Meeting Ends 24 
MOROCCO 
Briefs 
PPS Leader Appeals to Public 25 


SUDAN 


Communist Party Leader Interviewed 
(Ra'uf Mas'ad; AL-AHALI, 5 Feb 86)..... 560444665 5o4bbsesies DB 


Attorney-General Condemns Increasing Violence 
(Omdurman Domestic Service, 20 Feb | PETTITTE LTT Te 31 





General on Modernization of Armed Forces 
ey: Ge SU hh 0b 0 56065666 6d600660580% 5O65004489060060088 


Opposition Denounces Tribal, Religious Provocations 
(Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army, 


BA FED GO) ccccccccccseccccceccvccccvces THTTTTTITTT ik ccccee Oe 
Brieis 
Sudanair, Railways Officials Arrested 36 
Parties Requested To Hand Over Arms 36 
Misuse of Funds Probed 36 
Party Leader on Election 37 
Resistance Front Figure Joins Unionists 37 
32 Government Troops Killed 37 
Trade Agreement With Libya 37 
GDR Embassy Reopened 38 
Trade Unions Withdraw Confidence in TMC 38 
Kuwaiti Assistance Pledged 38 
Economic Cooperation Protocol With Romania 38 
Routes to South Said Secure 39 
Police Officer Questioned 39 
SPLA Aggression in Kordofan Condemned 39 
Norwegian Aid Vehicle Destroyed 39 
‘Wave of Defections’ From Government 40 
ARAB EAST/ISRAEL 
ISRAEL 


Canadians Oppose Wartime Aid 
(Yoram Hamizrahi; YEDI'OT AHARONOT, 26 Jan 86)....... seenes 41 

















Trade With Latin American Countries Described 
(Judith R. Maltz; THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST, No 42, Feb 86)..... 42 


Israeli Defense Technology Companies Reviewed 
(Joel Bainerman; THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST, No 42, Feb 86)...... 46 


Economy in Occupied Territories Outlined 
(David Richardson, Danny Rubinstein; THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST, 
No 42, Feb i e*eee#e8es. e*enreneeeeeeee eeneeneeneetetseesefee##ee#e« *e*enes*es#e#vsee#€s 55 





Golan Moshavs Bankrupt 
(David Moshiyuv; DAVAR, 30 Jan 86)........ $0000 ee eeeoeeees 58 


JERUSALEM POST, HADASHOT Contrasted 
CS OL Ge Rt Bieets BO SR GB). ccccccccccccccccceeeeees 59 


Daily Newspapers Remain Number One Advertising Medium 
(Moshe Geva; DAVAR, 30 Jan 86)............ ccccccece pecccees 63 


Attempts Made To Moderate Religious Education 
ee es Gee eG. We Ge BP 60 800 08000650540465550065 65 


Daylight Savings Time Issue Resurfaces 
(Arye Lavi; HA'ARETZ, 22 Jan 86)........ :$65650660606008645 67 


SAUDI ARABIA 


First Saudi Head of Aramco Interviewed 
(Ali Naimi Interview; ARAB NEWS, 22 Jan 86).......eeeeeeees 68 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Budget Cuts Expected 
(KHALEEJ TIMES, 26 Feb 86).....cscccccccseeces ceeccvcccooes 71 


New Visa Regulations in Effect 
(KHALEEJ TIMES, 1 Mar 86)........ee00. WYTTTETITITI TTT TTT 72 


Crude Exports to Japan Increase 
(Ahmed Hassan; KHALEEJ TIMES, 28 Feb 86)......ceeseceeeeeees 73 


Gulf Grains Imports To Increase 
(KHALEEJ TIMES, 17 Feb 86)......... WITTTITITITITIT TTT TTL 74 


Industrial Output Up 
(KHALEEJ TIMES, 28 Feb 86). .ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccecs 75 


PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Briefs 
Construction Work Continues 76 


Reconstruction Aid 76 


- Cc - 

















YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


Rural Power Contracts Awarded 


(MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST, 22-28 Feb 86).............-- 77 
Briefs 
Funds for Tihama Project 78 
SOUTH ASIA 
AFGHANISTAN 


Five-Year Plan, Trade With East Bloc Countries Discussed 
(MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW/THE MIDDLE EAST BUSINESS 


ee Se CD 0555 0:64.06:0:4.600000505565600600066400600008 79 
Four Hundred Buses Purchased From India 
ee Se Ge, NS 4 0.4.0.06:606066000660600060660004 81 
Agricultural Cooperatives Forging Ahead 
See ee ES OP 66050000 b0000060000ssseoeeesees 83 
INDIA 
Reporter Sees Setback in Indo-Pakistan Relations 
(THE STATESRAN, 11 Feb G6) .ccccccccccesccccccce- cocccccecs 86 
Press Reports, Comments on Bhagat Visit to U.S. 
(Various sources, various dateS)......ccccccsececcsecseces 87 
U.S. Ambassador's Efforts Noted, by G. K. Reddy 87 
8 Feb Activities, by R. Chakrapani 88 
More on Press Conference, by Warren Unna 89 
Importance of Control Data Agreement, Editorial 90 
Recognition of India's Needs, Editorial 91 


Paper Reports Draft Code of Conduct for Congress-I 
(THE STATESMAN, 18 Feb 86)... ccccccccccccccccssccscsccseces 93 


Move Afoot To Reorganize Defense Ministry 
(G.K. Reddy; THE HINDU, 9 Feb 86)......cccecceseccccccccccess 95 


Signs Mizoram Front Not Ready To Conclude Accord 
(THE STATESMAN, 1 Feb 86)... ccccccccccccccccesccccccsscceses 96 


Government Accused of Inaction on Punjab 
(G.K. Reddy; THE HINDU, 15 Feb 86)... .cceeeccccccccccccces 97 


Composition of Expanded Bihar Ministry Reported 
(PATRIOT, 5 Feb 86). cccccccccccccccccceccccccccsecccccesees 98 











Attempts to Allay Soviet Fears of U.S. Tilt 
(THE HINDU, 17 Feb Mi h669046S O56 0660666006060 849666 08068 99 


SGPC President Tohra Gives Reasons for Resignation 
(THE STATESMAN, 17 Feb Pere Trrirrrerrrrrectrreey 100 


Foreign Office Statistics Show UN Voting Pattern 
(THE HINDU, 18 Feb Dione eaeedesedoeesoececeneceseooessees 101 


Janata National Executive Meets 1 Feb 
(THE SUNDAY STATESMAN , 2 Feb Wp o08sebeeeeebneseseeeeseoes 102 


India, Pakistan Foreign Ministers Meet Press 
(V.T. Joshi; THE TIMES OF INDIA, 21 Jan 86)........2.5.+-- 104 


Analyst Tells Delhi Attitude on Pope's Visit 
(G.K. Reddy; THE HINDU, 24 Jan 86).....cccccecsseececssees L105 


Gandhi, Defense Minister Witness Naval Exercises 
(THE TIMES OF INDIA, 17 Feb | PPPPrreTTeTTTITTTTTrTirrereriy 106 


Article Discusses Achievements in Defense R&D 
(V.S. Arunachalam; THE TIMES OF INDIA, 7 Feb 86)........... 107 


Departing Army Chief Discusses Modernization Progress 
(THE TIMES OF INDIA, 1 Feb 86)... cc ceeecevecccsvesccecs -- 110 


Soviet Visitor Discusses Indo-Soviet Trade 
(THE TIMFS OF INDIA, 18 Feb | PPPPPUTTTTT TTT TTT TTT TTT 11? 


Papers Report Establishment of Scientific Council 
(THE TELEGRAPH, 5 Feb 86; THE HINDU, 5 Feb 86)............ 112 


Replaces Cabinet Committee 112 
Further Details, by G.K. Reddy 112 


Prices of Petroleum Products Reduced Under Pressure 
(THE HINDU, 6 Feb 86; THE TIMES OF INDIA, 6 Feb 86)....... 114 


Analyst Notes Policy Reversal, by G.K. Reddy 114 

Editorial Scores Gandhi Style 116 
India, USSR Sign Protocol on Oil Exploration 

(PATRIOT, 4 Feb 86)..... WITTTTITITITITIT TTT TTT cocccoce SA 
Briefs 

New Political Party 120 

FRG, Spain Cultural Pacts 120 

CPI-ML Criticism 120 

Indo-Czech Tax Agreement 120 

- e@e- 











Congress-I Joint Secretaries 
CPI-M Secretariat 


Rajasthan Harvest Expectations 
IRAN 
Gulf War Operations, Kuwait's Attitudes Analyzed 
(David Butter; MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW/THE MIDDLE EAST 
BUSINESS WEERLL, 22 FED BGO) cccccccccccccccccccccceccccceces 
Paper Reports on Failure of Korniyenko Efforts to End War 
SS OP ME SEP ccc cc ee be sbcceccebeseubsseasesdcccesecs 
Controversy Over Saddam's Fate Reported by Arab Media 
(AL-SLYASAH, 3 Mar eee aG hbk bO4b00 353068450 eeeeer oeeeeee 
More on Controversy Over Saddam's Fate 
(AL-KHALIJ, 4 Mar G60 5 55556 0444556648 04800 eevee oeeeeeee 
Voice of Liberation on Differences in Hierarchy 
(Voice of the Liberation of Iran, 21 Feb 86).......eeeeeees 
Periodical Discusses Payments to U.S. Companies, Budget Cuts 
(MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW/THE MIDDLE EAST BUSINESS 
WEEKLY, 22 Feb SPOTL ELETILLi iii oeeee oeeeveeeeeeee 
Briefs 
Nonoil Exports Rise 
Multinurpose Jetty Constructed 
PAKISTAN 


Pakistan's Foreign Policy Criticized 
(Maulana Kausar Niazi; JANG, 18 Jan 86)....cceseeessssceves 


Letter Writer Offers Views on Lifting of Martial Law 
(VIEWPOINT, 23 Jan SPU TT TTT TTT TTL eT TTT 


Wali Khan Addresses NDP Meeting 
(THE MUSLIM, 25 Jan 86) ..cccccscccccccccccccccvesessccevees 


Demand for Saraiki Province Reiterated 
(THE MUSLIM, 25 Jan PPP PT VTTTTTrTerrrereeeerererereeeyyry 


Political Prisoners: Change in Regime's Attitude Urged 
(VIEWPOINT, 23 Jan 86). .cccccccccscccccccccscccsccsesessece 


121 
121 
121 


122 


125 


126 


127 


128 


129 


132 


132 


133 


137 


139 








EGYPT 


APPOINTMENT OF VICE PRESIDENT OPPOSED 
Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 30 Jan 86 p 3 
[Commentary by Ahmad Abu~al-Fatah] 


[Text] I pray to God Almighty that President Mubarak will not appoint someone 
to the post of vice president of the republic. 


I disagree with many of my colleagues who are demanding that the president 
appoint somebody to that post. 


Since the revolution of plundering and pillage,we have lived under a system 
that bequeaths the rule of Egypt to whomever has the post of vice president. 


The system of inheriting power has robbed the Egyptians of their first and 
greatest right of choosing who is to govern them, 


Egyptians do not take part in choosing whoever fills the post of vice presi- 
dent; rather he who is in power is the one who appoints him. 


After the death of a president, a show takes place the like of which is not 
seen in any democratic state, for in no time the People's Assembly nominates 
the vice president to take over the presidency. and after that it announces 
the results of a popular referendum. . and God knows, and indeed the Egyptian 
people know, the results of these referenda before they are announced. 


When a person knows the outcome of a referenduin before it is held, why should 
he go to the trouble of going to the referendum committee and standing in 
line? There is no need to bother! 


Thus the new president takes over the presidency without a contest and without 
a true popular selection in which candidates compete. 


Deinand To Amend the Constitution 


Many writers insist on the need to amend the constitution so that the new 
constitution will stipulate that the presidency be attained through free and 








direct elections, and also that the election of the vice president be subject 
to the same conditions. 


What is always repeated in response to those who hold that view is that there 
is no need to amend the constitution. 


A constitutional amendment, if it occurs, will force the president, if he 
wants to renominate himself, to run in the elections and compete against other 
candidates. If the existing constitution allows him to avoid headaches and 
waging a battle against others, why should he change it? 


In 1976 I asked President al-Sadat to renew his presidency by running in free 
and open elections, and it was certain that after the victories of the October 
war he would win over everyone who might run against him, but he refused, and 
these articles of mine were the first hints of his anger against the views 
that I hold. 


Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir and Anwar al-Sadat often told me and dozens of others that 
they would leave the government, and that they hoped to get away from it and 
lead normal lives, and each one of them repeated his determination not to 
renew his presidency. But each one renewed it, and more than that, each 
accepted the presidency for the duration of his life. 


"Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat changed the republican system into perpetual rule, 
and that is not brought about by democratic systems, but only by monarchic 
ones. 


The republic of Egypt has come to be governed by kings, and even though kings 
possess but do not govern, ‘Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat used to possess and 
govern. 


If the Constitution Is Not Amended 


The official view so far has been that there is no need to amend the constitu- 
tion. 


Therefore I ask that the president not appoint a vice president until Egypt is 
rid of the peculiar situation that determines the transmission of power. 


One might ask how things will be in the future. 
According to the conetitution that is prescribed for the Egyptians, it is 


decreed that the president of the People's Assembly become the head of state 
until someone to take over the presidency is elected. 


What is certain is that the president of the People’s Assembly, whether its 
current president or any president that came after phony elections, will find 
that his nomination to the presidency by the assembly will not be accepted by 
the Egyptians, and if the assembly insists on nominating him, Egyptians will 
be aroused and they will proclaim their rejection by every means possible. 











Sometimes it is said that the assembly might nominate somebody whom the 
majority of members believe has the power to be violent and oppressive, or 
who might try to seize power by force. 


I believe that the Egyptians would not submit to such a presidency. They will 
not accept being dominated by somebody who inflicts on them all kinds of 
torture, violates the honor of girls and women, or plunders Egypt's wealth. 


Such an undertaking will meet with resistance from the Egyptians. Some migiit 
imagine that it would not happen, but anyone who studies the psychology of 

the Egyptians, or who delves into researching true Egyptian feelings will 
easily discover and feel happy that following the revolution of plundering and 
pillage certain crimes are no longer acceptable, and it is no longer possible 
to be deceived by false statements and verbal promises and pacifications. 


The sole outcome, which may occur without a struggle or following one, is the 
right being returned to those to whom it belongs; in other words, the 
Egyptians will have the right to choose a president, who will be in power for 
a limited period, from among candidates who compete with one another for their 
trust. 


End to the Hereditary Transmission and Permanence of Power 


The president's refraining from appointing a vice president is the sole means 
of ending the system of hereditary transmission and permanence of power. 


Naturally, an end to the hereditary transmission and permanence of power can 
be brought about by changing the provisions of the constitution that Egyptians 
are subject to, but as long as this constitution is in force it will not be 
changed. So there is no way to end that situation except through the method I 
have detailed and the possibilities which I have explained when Egypt is faced 
with a vacancy in the presidency and is looking for someone to fill the post. 


The Presidency . . and Power 


One might ask why I am calling for a system that might threaten the country 
with turmoil whenever the presidency become vacant. 


The answer to that is that in order for the affairs of the nation to be set 
straight, and for ways to be opened up for Egyptians to set up a government 
that they can keep an eye on through deputies elected by the free will of the 
Egyptians and through a press that is not controlied by the government and 
dominated by the likes of the liar Musaylimah . . in order for such a govern- 
ment to be achieved, Egyptians must have the right in fact and not in appear- 
ance to elect the president of the country and the members of the represen- 
tative assembly. 


The constitution imposed on the Egyptians does not give them the right to make 
this choice, and it does not give them the right to have power over the 
nation, the first indication of which is the election of the president of the 
republic. In fact, this constitution, when it strips the power from the 
people, gives it to the ruler. 





The people of Egypt should have the “power” and the president of the republic 
should have the “presidency.” When the constitution stole power from the 
Egyptians and turned it over to an artificial assembly which the president of 
the republic can dissolve and upon which he can impose laws such as the 
election law that transfers votes of opposition members to the government's 
party, and through which he can renew his presidency as long as he likes--when 
that happened, the presidency and power were combined. 


The removal of the people's power is the most repugnant form of attack against 
their rights and against democracy . . for is not democracy the rule of the 
people for the people? 


Why the Insistence on Egyptians’ Right To Elect the President? 


In order to answer this question, let us remember what happened in France in 
1980, 


The newspaper LE CANARD ENCHAINE published an article in which it accused the 

elected president of the French republic, Giscard d'Estaing, of having accep- 

ted a gift from Bokasa. It continued to pursue the president of te republic 

with this scandal week after week until it published the documents that proved 
what it attributed to the president. 


The French president did not rise up against the freedom of the press, he did 
not say that democracy had veen (mproperly used, he did not subject the 
newspapei’ to an investigation, and of course he did not try to seize it. 


What is certain is that the French newspaper's campaign over the diamond that 
Bokasa had presented resulted in Giscard d'Estaing's loss in the presidential 
elections in which he ran in an effort to renew his presidency. 


The French newspaper LE MONDE published accusations against the French 
government, saying that it was its organizations that had blown up the ship 
"Green Peace,” the ship of the Green Peace movement, in Auckland harbour in 
New Zealand. 


LE MONDE published details of the military operation, thus belying the claims 
of President Mitterrand, Prime Minister Fabius, and Defense Minister Hernu 
that France had had nothing to do with the blowing up of the ship. 


The government did not seize the newspaper, nor did it investigate it. On the 
contrary, the defense minister resigned, and the head of the largest secret 
organization working on behalf of the French government was removed. fFurther- 
more, three army officers and a fourth who was a noncommissioned officer were 
arrested on the charge of leaking military secrets to the press, without the 
investigation being extended to the newspaper. In addition to all that, the 
president of the republic sent a scathing letter to the prime minister, in 
which he stated that he had learned things from the press that the government 
had not informed him of. 


No president in the state of France or in a democratic state can lay the blame 
for what happens in the country on democracy and threaten dire consequences. 
That is because democracy is not the property of the ruler, rather it is the 
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COPMPUESTART GH ISRAELI POLICIES, TABA NECOTIATIONS 
Cairo AL-JURGEIRITAR ic Arabic 27 Jan 86 p 5 
\Commentery by Mebemmed Bavewarn in the colum "A Word of Love") 
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Shatila massacre while he was an accountable minister. Begin carried out 
the bombing of the Iraqi nuclear reactor while he was an accountable prime 
minister. Peres carried out the Tunis raid while he was an accountable prime 
minister. 


Terrorism is part of lsrael's history and of its present and future. Israel 
practices terrorism through its state agencies, not through volunteers or 
by gangs not subject to its control. Such being the nature of Israel, it 
follows naturally that if Egypt accepts Israel's conditions, Egypt should 
refuse to welcome any Israeli official in Egypt. The conditions of the 
Israeli proposal say as much. 


Simply stated, the problem is that Israel wants to breathe life into a dead 
body. Israel itself was the murderer when it attacked Lebanon and when 

it unlawfully seized a piece of Egyptian land. We do not object to reviving 
the dead body, but only on condition that we begin with the basic problems: 
Taba and the other unlawfully seized spots along the Egyptian borders should 
be returned, and there should be a full withdrawal from Lebanon. After- 
wards, it will be possible for us to look at the remaining parts of the dead 
body in order to breathe life into it, in spite of the fact that we did not 
kill it and were not a cause of its demise. 
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EGYPT 


ISRAEL'S KAHANE CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 27 Jan 86 p 18 
[Commentary by Anis Mansur in the column "Positions"] 


[Test] I said to a high official, "Do you know Rabbi Kahane? Have you read? 
Do you want to read more about this man?" 


Not wishing to make any reply to the question, he merely knitted his brows, 
pressed his lips together, and quickly raised his hand into the air, as if 

he were killing a wasp. Then his feet moved as if the wasp had fallen on 

the ground and he were crushingit. He turned his head; his face turned all 
colors, indicating that he wanted to change the subject because of the disgust 
he felt either at the mention of the name or at the image of the person. 


So I said, "Let us talk about AIDS, then, a disease said to have come from 
African monkeys, to have been transferred to man, to have crossed to the 
Bahama Islands and thence to the United States and Europe, and to have 
returned finally to Africa." 


The man got up, dispairing of our finding an entertaining and appetizing 
subject that would inspire the soul to laugh. We have enough trouble, 
sorrow, and worry as it is! He quickly waved goodbye, as if events had so 
hemmed in the two of us that there was nothing left but to separate. 


Kahane, however, is a distasteful story that we must take seriously and that 
we must follow up and analyze. This bigoted and insane man calls for 
emptying Israel of everyone who is not a Jew: the state is religious, and 
it must remain so! However, what this man says in a loud voice is what 
millions of Israelis and Jews around the world are saying in a whisper. And 
he is gaining votes evary day. 


The new Nazism in Germany is similar: it is a reaction to the contempt and 
continual humiliation to which the Germans were subjected by the occupation 
forces and by American films. Every day it is becoming evident to the Germans 
that the Americans and the European peoples are treating them as savage 

beasts, not as a civilized people defeated in the war. Nazism, then, just 

as it was previously, is a restoration of respect for the German people. 
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Every day, the number of believers in the scientific, historical, and 
military greatness of the Germans is increasing, and they believe that the 
war has ended. The American presence, however, tells them that the war has 
begun and that the Germans and the Japanese are waiting for the next 
opportunity! 


12937/9435 
CsO: 4504/193 
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EGYPT 


MEDIA POLICY CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 29 Jan 86 p 3 
[Editorial: “Original Democracy and Alternative Democracy” ] 


[Text] The sole meaning of Safwat al-Sharif's continuing as minister of 
information, in spite of widespread criticism of media policy that goes beyond 
those working for the government to the general republic, is that the govern- 
ment does not care whether the minister succeeds or fails, and it does not 
care whether public opinion is pleased or outraged. This is the meaning of 
deuocracy as the government understands and applies it: that the government 
can do as it pleases, and the people must be compelled to keep quiet. and if 
they talk, get angry or protest, then the army of senior government clerks is 
ready, and deadly accusations are there: sedition, instigation, inflammatory 
behavior, and the communist minority; and lately a hidden threat has been 
added, in that the government has become uneasy and some of its institutions 
will no longer tolerate opposition, and that the alternative that these insti- 
tutions propose is very serious. Thus Egyptians now have the choice of being 
silent under the original conditions, or being silent under the alternative! 


Two weeks ago, the information minister had the utter “nerve” to announce 
before the People's Assembly that the official media was truthful, that it 
broadcast all facts and pieces of information, and that it was democratic, 


granting all opinion holders and representatives of all parties the oppor- 
tunity to speak on the media systems owned by the people. The truth of these 
words was demonstrated by the television that same week, when the most impor- 
tant things said by opposition deputies commenting on the minister statements 
were deleted. and the viewers were punished by being forced to listen for 2 
whole hours to the minister's paltry editorial speech that he gave in the 
People's assembly! 


At the very moment during which the minister was lying openly before parlia- 
ment, the illustrious television and newspaper investigator Mufid Fawzi con- 
tacted AL-AHALI's editor-in-chief. and invited him to participate in a televi- 
sion report that he was preparing on the occasion of Police Day. Its theme 
centered on a frank discussion of everything that was not allowed to be talked 
about with respect to the relationship between the police and the people. 
After a short discussion, during which Mufid Fawzi gave assurances that 
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everything said would be broadcast, Husayn 'Abd-al-Razzaq accepted the 
challenge, and the program was recorded more than a week before it was to be 
broadcast. The editor-in-chief answered two questions that the program 
directed to him. and two other questions were directed at the interior minis- 
ter, Ahmad Rushdi! 


On the day that “Inquiry into the Forbidden” was scheduled to be broadcast, 
the daily papers that publish the television programs were cautious, and they 
all stated that in case it was not broadcast, a television movie would be 
shown. and not a single one of them, except AL-JUMHURIYAH, mentioned that 
opposition members would be among the program's guests. That meant that the 
program had run into trouble with censorship, and that its broadcast was 
something that was being considered and reviewed! 


The program was broadcast, but it was a media disgrace by all standards. It 
ppeared that the many deletions that it had been subjected to had harmed the 
presentation, for no-one understood half of what the minister said and half of 

what his guests said. Naturally, most of what had been cut out came out of 
what AL-AHALI's editor-in-chief had said and the interior minister's replies 
to him. This was cut out of the editor-in-chief's answer: "Even if the 
current edition of AL-AHALI has not been confiscated. it has twice been 
threatened with confiscation. The first was when it began to publish the book 
"The Autumn of Wrath" by Prof Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal, and the government 
threatened to confiscate it if it continued to publish that. The second time 
came after the outcome of the May 1984 elections were announced. Because of a 
headline that said, “Elections Are Fraudulent,” the presses were shut down and 
printing was stopped until contacts could be made to allow the edition to be 
issued. “This statement of his was deleted from what was broadcast: “Even if 
AL~AHALI was not confiscated, the existing press law, the emergency law and 
the law that was enacted especially because of AL-AHALI's printing a segment 
of “The Autumn of Wrath"; all these laws make of confiscation a sword hanging 
over the newspapers!” 


Censorship deleted some of the editor-in-chief's answer to the second ques- 
tion, everything that he said about the negative aspects of the police, and it 
left in what he said about the positive aspects so it forced him to support 
what he does not support. Among the negative aspects that he had mentioned 
were: treating citizens in police stations violently and torturing them; the 
way in which opposition members are treated as hostile elements, which drives 
citizens away from political and party action; the phenomenon of periodic 
arrests; spying on party headquarters and their newspapers; the phenomenon of 
punishing politicians without a serious investigation or taking any adminis- 
trative measures, even if it were just to stop the accused officers and remove 
them from positions of influence; the deteriorating situation; the unlawful 
treatment in the prisons; and the use of violence to suppress the right to 
assemble and demonstrate. It also deleted 90 percent of the question that he 
directed at the interior minister; included in what was cut out was: the 
reason for government opposition to the formation of a Nasserite party or a 
communist party and the minister's opinion on which of the two would be better 
for public security; the violent suppression of demonstrations, which changes 
them from peaceful demonstration into violent operations, an opinion that the 
minister had expressed while he was director of Cairo security following the 
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January 1977 demonstrations, that the right to demonstrate peacefully and 
lawfully was in his opinion a human right! 





What is funny is that the radio review that came out on Saturday and that 
included a report on the program broadcast some of what the censor had deleted 
from the program. What is even funnier is that the deputy information minis- 
ter suddenly remembered after 8 months that Husayn 'Abd-al-Razzaq had a book 
on the market about January 18 and 19. He thought that what was being sold 
was the first printing that had been published in Beirut in 1979 and which 
came out at that time, so he applied the law that had been enacted on account 
of the book “The Autumn of Wrath” and confiscated it to punish the author for 
demanding that the law be repealed, but he forgot in his excessive haste that 
what was on the market was the Egyptian printing, which he could not confis- 
cate without seeking permission from the prosecutor! 


The question now is who was it who ordered the deletion of all this from the 
program. Was it the interior minister, who accepted the questions and re- 
sponded to the comments? Or was it the information minister, who has the 
power to delete from what the president of the republic says? Or was it the 
two of them, who are members of the same government, whose democratic slogan 
is: Shut your mouths under the original situation, rather than shutting them 
under an alternative rule! 


12547/9312 
CSO: 4504/200 
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BRIEFS 


TOURISM RECOVERING FROM SETBACKS--Mr Fu'ad Sultan, minister of tourism, 
announced that tourism in Egypt has begun to return to normal after the 
incidents of the Italian ship and the Egyptian airliner. At are 
conference attended yesterday by 40 journalists and reporters “.om throughout 
the world, he said that this is clearly visible from the charter flights 

that arrived in Egypt during the holidays and during the months of December 
and January, and that their number has increased over that of last year. 

The minister stated that hotel occupancy rates reached 100 percent in Luxor 
and Aswan and that Alexandria will see a great deal of tourist activity 

this summer. He mentioned that he would be meeting with a group of Arab 
investors during February and that they had chosen areas in the south of 

the Red Sea for investment and the building of tourist villages. Mr Fu'ad 
Sultan said that the ministry's plan concentrates on the development of tour- 
ism in new areas and on encouraging Egyptian, Arab, and foreign capital to 


invest in these areas. [By Mustafa al-Badawi] [Text] [Cairo AL-AHRAM in 
Arabic 30 Jan 86 p 8] 12937/9435 


CSO: 4504/193 














LIBYA 


PRESS RELEASE ON LIBYAN-IRANIAN MIXED COMMISSION 
LD161550 Tripoli JANA in English 1405 GMT 16 Feb 86 


[Text] Tripoli, Jumada Athani 5, 16 Feb (JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS AGENCY)--A 
press release was issued yesterday in both Tripoli and Tehren following 
the meetings of the Libyan-Iranian mixed commission asserting revolutionary 
cohesion between the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and revolutioniry forces capable of entering 
battle to counter imperialism and Zionism so as to establish an inter- 
national revolutionary popular Islamic struggle front. 


The press release urged support for people's revolutions and stand by 

oppressed masses enabling them to set up their people's authority and 

assert control over their resources and rid themselves of all forms of 
oppression and exploitation. 


Iran reiterated its belief that the Gulf of Sirte is an integral part of 
the Libyan Arab territorial waters and its total support for the Libyan 
Arab people in countering all American imperialist and Zionist plots. 


Iran condemned state terrorism being conducted by the United States against 
the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. 


The press release said "Libya and Iran reiterate their total support for 
the Chadian Transitional Government for National Unity headed by Goukouni 
Oueddei asserting that the Chadian issue is an African problem whose 
settlement should be found within the Organisation of African Unity without 
interference of France or any other foreign power. [no closing quotation 
mark} 


The Iranian side reaffirmed that Iraq is for the Iraqi’s and every inch 
of it belongs to its Arab-Islamic people and Iran has no designs in Iraq 
or any territorial claims and that Iran is seeking the establishment of 
fraternal relations, stability and good neighbourliness amongst the 
countries of the region. 
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The press release reasserted the stand of the Libyan Arab people by the 
Iranian Islamic Revolution in countering the fascist regime of Saddam so 
as to quicken its downfall and that only the overthrow of the regime, 
which imposed a criminal war on Iran, will bring the war to an end so as 
to secure balance and stability in the region. The two sides expressed 
satisfaction towards the escalation of struggle by the Muslim Arab people 
of Iraq against the fascist regime of Saddam and its positive effects on 
conditions of political change in Iraq in favour of its patriotic forces 
and their options. The two parties condemned the use of chemical weapons 
by the Iraqi fascist regime. 


The joint communique emphasized the need for action to counter the reduction 
in oil prices plot hatched by imperialism, monopolies and multinationals 

in conjunction with reactionaries. They reaffirmed the decisions bv 
secretaries of oil of Libya, Iran and Algeria on confronting this plot 

and their call to other OPEC members to shoulder their responsibilities, 

in this respect, so as to preserve the unity and interest of their people. 


Considering the firm stands towards the Palestinian cause, the communique 
asserted the commitment of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahirivah 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran to the total liberation of Palestine and 
the elimination of the Zionist entity in conformity with their understanding 
of the nature of the conflict. It is a conflict for existence and not 

a border conflict. 


The two sides reasserted their total opposition and rejection of any 
treacherous approach aimed at the liquidation of the Palestinian cause 
and their determination to foil any solutions put forward or planned by 
America and Zionism in collaboration and coordination with Arab 
reactionaries and the Palestinian reactionary and capitulationist wing. 


The Iranian side declared its support for peace efforts being exerted 

by the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah in Chad and its 
condemnation of all forms of colonial interference there and the subversive 
role being played by France and America in supporting mutinous Habri and 
blowing up any chances for national reconciliation and peace in this 
African country. 


The communique saluted the heroic struggle of the Lebanese Arab Muslim 
people against Zionism and its agents foiling the capitulationist 

17th May agreement, driving out NATO forces, liberating many parts of 
Lebanese territory from Zionist occupation. The communique called for 
the escalation of struggle to eliminate completely the Zionist entity and 
the eviction of occupiers from all Arab and Islamic lands. 


The communique reasserted the need to consolidate the struggle of the 
people of South Africa and the Namibian people against the racist white 
minority in South Africa. It condemned the policy of murder and genocide 
being executed by the barbaric racist regime against the two African 
peoples. It warned against the seriousness of the existing alliance and 
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SRIErs 


rvs LEADER APTEALS TO PUBLIC--Rebat. 17 Feb (MAP)--Ali Ya'tah, secretary 
pemeral of the Preerese end Seoctalion Party [P?PS) today apresled to Spanish 
vablic eptetes ent stent by Meorocce for the libereticoe of the towns of 
Ceete emt Melillie emt the efteceet talents occupied by Seein. Ouring « 
mreler rally the perty orgenioed resterdsey, Sender, in the town of Mador, 
'* eeligertity wit) the “erecces setticeals tc Ceoetsa and Melilla, the 
“cretery geaeerel of the 5 called ce the Speniteh Goverment to sbhendon 
ite etteepte whic’ ele te obliterate the tdeatitw end lenadeserts of the 

tr occupied towne. All Te"tabh eeetiomed the demonstrations, sit-ins 

ie eeenere. ent the bemeer etrike the tebebiteste of the two towns used 

te tece the eet ercemeet of che alieme lew, end etreseed that these peaceful 
“tle were get with Seeeie® seppreesion end teotraensigesce. The secretary 
peoetel of the 'P) referred te Nieteric. secerephical. and celteural evidrace 
prewieg Chet Ceete ent Selillie ere Serecces eet cited the “orocceas out- 
“lentieg «lems whe euer ped (roe theese bers, toclediog Al-Sherti! al-Idrist 
ont ol-—edl freed ‘Teet’ ‘Rebet SAP te Arabic 13530 Get lt? Feb > (9608 
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SUDAN 


COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER INTERVIEWED 
PM141019 Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 5 Feb 86 pp 5, 6 


[Report by Ra‘uf Mas'ad on interview with Sudanese Communist Party Secretary 
General Muhammad Ibrahim Naqad entitled "Dialogue With Sudanese Communist 
Party Secretary General Naqad: We Will Not Allow Sudanese Territory To 

Be Used as Passage for Aggression Against Egypt"; date and place not given] 


{Excerpts} The part real, part legendary personality of Muhammad Ibrahim 
Nagad took form during the years he spent in hiding and being chased. 

The “National Security” department in Sudan had set up a special office 

to track him down and try to arrest him. He therefore indirectly contributed 
to creating the legend about the grey-haired short, lean man whom all the 
organs of the “butcher” [Numayri] failed to catch. ‘le used to appear 

and disappear, walk in the markets, and even attend soccer matches as he 
pleased. 


What also helped to create the legend was the man's own circumscances. 


The “butcher” had liquidated his leading comrades in the Sudanese Communist 
Party [SCP] following the failure of Hashim al-‘Ata's coup. Scores of the 
party cadres were arrested and the rest were scattered here and there. 
Naged remained and was elected secretary general at a secret meeting of the 
party's Central Committee. He went underground together with those who 
remained, shouldering the responsibility of leading a party that was 
deeply wounded and of whose leadership only Al-Tijani al-Tayyib (now chief 
editor of the party paper AL-MIDAN) was left. 


His public appearance following Numayri's downfall in order to make a 
speech and present his party's program was a political celebration and an 
important political event attended by the masses, both supporters and 
sonsupporters, who were drumk with the crushing victory against the 

“May regime” and whose imagination was fired by the legendary man vhom 
all Nemerri’s security organs had failed to catch. 


During thet dramatic appearance he raised an extremely sensitive question, 
the “euestion of Halayib and relations with Egypt.” This had important 

repercussions, especially in Cairo where the official media and the press 
reported the Balarib story and caused a wave of denunciation. Meanwhile, 
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"the Egyptian Nationalist Movement" felt embarrassed because Halayib, 

which Nagad raised, is considered Sudanese territory by the Sudanese while 
Egyptians view the raising of the issue "untimely." Halayib is a border 
area overlooking the Red Sea. The dispute over it was not resolved through 
negotiations but by a military decision by Cairo to send Egyptian troops 

to be stationed there. 


For this reason, when my appointment with Naqad was fixed I decided to 
hear from him exactly what he and the SCP have raised regarding the 
question of Halayib in view of the fact that what was heard in Cairo 
through the official media and news channels was distorted and incomplete. 


During the first days of January, Naqad went to Addis Ababa. There he met 
with John Garang, leader of the “mutiny” in the south (if we may call him 
so) and had discussions with him. The two men issued a joint statement 
which was published in AL-MIDAN. Naqad himself made a statement to the 
paper expressing his respect for the mentality of those who negotiated 
with him and calling for not belittling them. He said that there were 
differences of views with Garang, particularly regarding his attitude 
toward negotiating with Khartoum and toward elections. The paper published 
the views of both sides to the negotiations and left it to the public and 
to history to judge. 


The party had publicly criticized itself in the Sudanese press and radio 
for the mistakes it made during Numayri'’s regime (which will be discussed 
later) and declared its full responsibility for those mistakes. 


As Naqad himself said to me, laughing but serious, “you will hear a lot 
of self-criticism by our party in the next few months.” 


I said to him: Let us hear from you the story of your cooperation with 
Numayri. 


He said: We did cooperate with "Mayu" (the Sudanese called Numayri's 
regime "Mayu”). This is true and here is the story for you: 


In our appraisal of that stage of the party's life we made mistakes which 
we have dealt with through self-criticism. We did this publicly without 
trying to find justifications. 


We were a party to an official progressive alliance, the Union of Socialist 
Forces. The alliance fought the 1968 elections for the constituent assembly 
with a program made public to the people and signed by the leaders of the 
alliance which included the SCP, the Nasirite Arab Nationalist Group, 

and the Socialist Democrats. After the elections, in early 1969, the 
agreement was that the alliance would propose a third candidate for the 
presidential elections in addition to the late Imam Hadi al-Mahdi and the 
Democratic Union's candidate the late Isma’il al-Azhari. 
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On the other hand, consultations were under way to develop the charter. 
At this juncture, the question of a military coup as a means of blocking 
the path of the rightist forces was broached should these have decided 
to enter the presidential elections. 


The SPC opposed this and the SPC Central Committee in a March 1969 session 
endorsed a general stand rejecting coup tactics on the grounds that they 
serve interests of the bourgeoisie and the petit bourgeoisie. The party 
announced that the safest way was to pursue defensive tactics and to bring 
the parties of the popular movement together. 


The mistake we made then was that we did not declare to the public that 
we were no longer party to that alliance, especially since the party had 
promised the masses to let them know whether it joins a particular 
alliance and, if it leaves it, the reasons why. 


This mistake, to which we referred, had adverse effects because when the 
coup [not further specified] took place, its program was taken from the 
charter of the Union of Socialist Forces and so it appeared to the people 
that the alliance was behind the coup and therefore responsible for it. 


I must mention here an important event that occurred on 14 May, the day 
before the coup. I succeeded in arranging a meeting between Ja'far Numayri 
and "Abd al-Khaliq Mahjub and Al-Shafi' Ahmad al-Shaykh so that Numayri 
could hear the SPC's view which was opposed to the coup. This actually 
took place. 


The second mistake we made was after the coup when names of communist 
ministers in the cabinet were announced without the SCP being consulted 

first or its approval obtained. This led to the party losing its independence 
because it accepted the principle of appointing communist ministers when 

we should have rejected the participation of communist ministers by 
appointment. 


The third mistake we made was that, despite our memo to the Council of 
Ministers regarding presidential orders No 2 and No 4 (disbanding parties 
and the parliament) we did not declare to the public that we opposed 
those orders because they usurped the people's fundamental rights and 
democratic freedoms however they may be disguised as a means for 
protecting the revolution. 


[Ra'uf Mas'ad] Your raising of the issue of Halayib has caused many 
repercussions in Cairo. The official media have reported your statement 

in an unclear manner, thereby arousing legitimate nationalist feelings 

among the Egyptian people. Meanwhile, all the [Egyptian] forces that 

played a part against Numayri’s regime and supported the Sudanese nationalist 
movement suddenly found themselves facing a situation which they described 

as “wrong in timing and tactics.” 
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[Naqad] It is not our fault if Egyptian public opinion is not following 
up or is unaware of the question of Halayib. If we have caused an 
"embarrassment" to the Eguptian nationalist forces let them blame us if 
that pleases them. 


If the Egyptian nationalist forces object to the timing then we can from 
now on agree with them on new timing. 


But the question of Halayib is different now from what it used to be 

in 1968 and in 1957-1958, because now it is linked to the chain of U.S. 
bases and the joint Egyptian-Sudanese defense pact as well as to what is 
going on in Ra's Banas and the U.S. bases which Numayri agreed to set up 
on Sudanese territory, including a base on the Red Sea, 


Perhaps you have followed the trial of the Falasha case. U.S. intelligence 
agents used the tourist village of al-'Aris, which overlooks the Red Sea 
aud is not far from Halayib and the Egyptian borders, as their headquarters 
and center for their land, air, sea, and satellite espionage activities. 


It is not only a question of our land, nor is it a stab in the back to 
Egypt. The Egyptian nationalist forces must remember our party's clear 
attitude toward the Halayib crisis in 1957-1958 and recall our strong 
stand together with the Sudanese nationalist forces during the 1956 
aggression against Egypt. Furthermore, our party together with the 
Sudanese nationalist forces called for opening the Sudanese skies and 
airfields for what was left of the Egyptian Air Force at the end of the 
1967 war. 


All the Sudanese nationalist forces firmly believe that at no time should 
Sudanese territory become a passage for any external enemy to strike at 
Egypt from the south. 


First and foremost, we support joint struggle with the Egyptian people, 
including its peasants, workers, intelligentsia, and soldiers but of 
course, it is not a struggle with the parasitic capitalism of the open- 
door policy nor with the entrenched right. 


On this occasion I would like everybody concerned in Egypt to know that 
there is no problem called Egyptian-Sudanese relations. Rather, there 
are mistakes in Egyptian policy toward Sudan that should be made known. 
The first of these is support for Numayri for 16 years and, second, 
giving shelter to Numayri and protecting him from the just punishment 
he deserves for the crimes he committed. 


[Ra'uf Mas'ad] Let us talk a little about Sudanese-Libyan relations. 
[Naqad] It is natural for diplomatic relations between Sudan and Libya 


to be restored, but these relations should not be used against Egypt 
or against any other Arab or African country. 
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Before you leave I would like you to convey our greetings: Greetings to 
AL~AHALI, its writers, and its readers. Under Numayri's regime we used 
to make photocopies of it and distribute it to our comrades in jail. 
Greetings to all the Egyptian strugglers whom we have known personally 
or read their writings. 


I would like to announce that the SPC has officially requested that a 
delegation representing the ruling NDP in Egypt to come and hold discussions 
with all Sudanese parties in order to know their views. We continue to 
extend this invitation although we have not yet received a response. 


/9604 
CSO: 4500/85 
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ATTORNEY-GENERAL CONDEMNS INCREASING VIOLENCE 





EA210014 Omdurman Domestic Service in Arabic 1500 GMT 20 Feb 86 


[Text] In light of the recent increase in violent incidents Attorney 
General ‘Umar Abd al-‘Ati has condemned the raising of doubts about 
democracy. In a statement to SUNA he stressed that in spite of increasingly 
strident assertions that we are not suited to democracy, it will remain 

the fundamental goal for which the people staged an uprising. They will 

not accept a substitute for it. 


His excellency said the uprising tock place in a disciplined and civilized 
manner. He therefore expects that this discipline, not violence, will 
continue to prevail during the transitional period. He said the failure 
of political parties to contain manifestations of violence and some 
people's intolerance of the opinions of others had led to an escalation 

of violence, as happened recently at Cairo University's Khartoum branch. 
This cannot be seen in isolation from the violent incidents that occurred 
in al-Ubayyid and Port Sudan. He said such matters could have been 
settled administratively or judicially. The attorney general said the 
legal and security authorities followed a policy of using legal methods 

to deter and terminate outbreaks of violence, unlike the defunct government, 
which went outside the law to deal with such incidents. 


Appraising the efficiency of the security organs in carrying out their 

role of protecting democracy, his excellency saidhonesty enjoined him to 
say, frankly, that support for those organs, in particular the new internal 
security organ, is, unfortunately, lacking. He pointed out that a large 
number of officials in the Transitional Military Council are unconvinced 

of the need to support the internal security organ. Although it has 

some excellent men at its disposal, it lacks the simplest capability for 
security work. 


His excellency went on to say that higher state authorities should realize 
that, in the democratic era, the responsibility of the security organ is 
more demanding than under an autocracy, because its employees follow legal 
procedures and apply them in order to protect the law itself. This means 
that the organ should be supported in its work. 


The attorney-general appealed to certain officials to (?ignore) calls for 
the setting-up of a separate security organ far from [words indistinct]. 
He said this might be feasible in the future but the country’s urgent 
security requirements require action to be taken now, without waiting for 
the setting-up of such a body. 


/9604 
CsoO: 4500/85 
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SUDAN 


GENERAL ON MODERNIZATION (CF ARMED FORCES 
JNO11045 Khartoum SUNA in English 1020 GMT 1 Mar 86 


[Text] Khartoum, 1 Mar (SUNA)--Sudan is seeking to modernize its Armed 
Forces and to equip them with new arms from the friendly and brotherly 

countries Deputy Chairman of the Transitional Military Council TMC and 

Deputy Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces Gen Taj al-Din ‘Abdallah 

said in a statement made public here today. 


He said reorganization of the Armed Forces has been carried out in 
accordance with the strategic positions of these forces to counter expected 
dangers. He did not name these dangers. 


On renewing the Soviet-made military equipment, Taj al-Din said he would 
discuss the issue with Soviet officials during a visit he is to pay to 
Moscow soon. 


He argued on the other hand that the Sudanese-Egyptian military agreement 
has never been intended to protect the regime of former President Numayri. 


The agreement is more important for the Sudan contrary to the recent 
press propaganda against it, he asserted. 


Taj al-Din further asserted that the agreement will be effective only if 
Sudan is menaced by a foreign aggression. 


However, he said the recent agreement between Sudan and Libya has focused 
on training equipment and ammunition. 


Concluding his statement Taj al-Din said Sudan will do its best to gather 
the Chadians for solving their problems through dialogue. We never 
intervene in the internal affairs of other countries, he said when asked 
about Sudan's position as regards the conflict there. 
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OPPOSITION DENOUNCES TRIBAL, RELIGIOUS PROVOCATIONS 





EA112101 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 11 Feb 86 


[Unattributed commentary: "The Port Sudan Incident, Prelude to Unjust 
Tribal War"] 


[Text] We have learnt from our private sources in Port Sudan that in the 
course of two separate political rallies staged by the Sudan National Party 
and the Muslim Brotherhood respectively, mutual criticisms of one another 
were exchanged and clashes in which stones and fists were used between 

the two sides ensued. The army intervened on the side of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and resolved the conflict by shooting dead 16 people from 

the Nupah, meanwhile injuring 160 persons from both sides. A church was 
also burnt down. 


As for the Sudanese mass media, it presented the clash as one which 
occurred between the Nubah and Bani Amir peoples. The manner in which 
the internal issues of Sudan are being presented has for a long time been 
assuming the pattern of leading the Sudanese people towards internal 
divisions along racial lines in a way not at all in keeping with our 
nationalism. 


During Numayri's era of tyranny, we had been trying to explain to the people 
the concept of counter-propaganda that was being pursued by Numayri’s 

mass media. We have now emerged from that dark period, trying to chart 
specific boundaries for the course of life to take in the Sudan of today 

in a serious manner that should do justice to everyone within the east, 
south, or any other direction or place in the country. 


Ever since the 60's, there have been pacts between the General Union of 

the Nubah Mountains and the Beja Congress and indeed with other parties 

in the west and south for joint political action inside the Constituent 

Assembly. Each and every one of these parties honored the pacts without 
any breach. 


At this critical moment, the traditional political parties are trying to 


follow their past practices, but they will never succeed, because the 
mentality of the Sudanese people is now quite different from the way it 
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has been in the past. There has been no alternative other than for the 
indigenous groups in the country, and in those of the backward areas, to 
stand and work together against such trends. 


Recently a new organization called Sudan's Rural Solidarity was born. 
This solidarity has emerged as a new trend that carries an advanced 
consciousness with which the inhabitants of the backward areas are 
expected to protect their rights against laws in the midst of Khartoum 
minority government's wrangling, these governments, having been brought 
into existence since independence by the harmful partisan trends of the 
traditional parties. [sentence as heard] 


There are no old conflicts or grudges between the Nubah and the Beja or 

the Bani Amir. In fact, within the spirit of the old government's agree- 
ment which the two sides preserved for their common political good, matters 
have only improved and what is more, members of the working class in 

Port Sudan and specifically from among the Nubah people have been discharging 
their duties towards the promotion of the nation quite satisfactorily. 

For a long time now, the two sides have been treating each other well and 
nothing has occurred to tarnish this unique relationship. As Sudanese, 

we should always seek to preserve the true identity of the nation, as 

well as shun the practice of mobilizing particula. tribes to fight or 
provoke others. 


The incident that occurred in Port Sudan should have been clearly and 
correctly presented. Since the problem was a political one, why have the 
Sudanese media--that is to say Siwar al-Dhahab's media--failed to present 
it in its reality as one between the Sudan National Party and the Muslim 
Brothers? The portraying of the problem as such would have been better 
than the racist way in which the national media presented it. 


Moreover, the tendency to mobilize citizens along religious lines to 
destroy other peoples’ places of worship is something unacceptable, 
because religion belongs to God, whereas the nation belongs to all. 

For this reason, the SPLA-SPLM [Sudanese People's Liberation Army-Sudanese 
People's Liberation Movement] stand as embodied in its manifesto is that 
there must be a religious freedom and that each and every individual 
should have the right to embrace the religion of his choice and that this 
religion, where be it Islam or Christianity, should be respected by all. 
The mosque and the church are both places for worshipping God and Islam 
is by no means something associated with the Muslim Brothers, inasmuch 

as Christianity does not belong to the Sudan National Party. 


We in the SPLA call upon our brothers all over Sudan, and in particular 
those in Port Sudan, to exercise restraint and avoid any mutual, tribal, 
or ethnic provocation. In the final analysis, the Bani Amir, the Beja, 
and the Nubah, whether in the east, west, or any other place in Sudan 
still suffer from the domination of both the traditional political parties 
and the tyrants in power. It is this domination that prompted them to 
cooperate with one another and indeed to forge a new solidarity within 

the Sudan Rural Solidarity. 
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We in the SPLA-SPLH hope thet a1] oppreesed citioese & «]) perte of 
Sudan will work together is « reepecetblie mecmer ent ewotd perio oe 
heed to the traditional growpings thet hewe bees trvieg be the cee of 
religion, tribe, or amy other sloges te reap prefite ot the peeple’s 


expense. 


We also denounce the attitude of Siwer a)-Otwheb’s aedle which Nee fel led 
to be responsible and fair amd thet is by portreriog the comflict a 
tribal rather then political. We aleo meow werw wel) thet the Setee 
National Party itself is mot a party for the Muebebh alone "her 3 “Cl wore 
groups from different parts of the cowntry ere sleo sumbers 


In conclusion, we hope that similar eweets will aot recer ome aere te 
Port Sudan or in any other tows is Sedes. We would alee like the «it Loewe 
and political leaders in the different sarees to enlightes the seeeee of 
that they do not fall easy prev to reactionsery elemrets, theese ote tread 
in the name of religion and leaders of the treditions!) political pert tee 
from whose injustice we have suffered « crest deal since independence 
Respect for the relision of others is respect for cer cw. 


Long live our national wnity! Religion belongs to God and the cowetry te 
all! No profiteering in the same of religion! ‘Sows with the aimertit» 
clique government of Khartown! Our sew Sudan is for 21) and lem live 
the struggle of the SPLA-SPLM! 
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recemetrwtion commission samowcec (thu sroeram began its work in 
Gedee before the 60° «. thet ite activities are confined to sissionary 
sffaice. amd thet there ie go coor¢ination Setween :° and the commission. 
Test 'whertoun SUMMA In Arabic 1448 OF 3 r & I 


“waTvt , DEFECTION” FROM COVERIPEST--Racio STLA | Sedane se People's 

weretion Ara correspoedent in Bumbo seve that the recent string of 

cratde and ehellices of Sumbek town by auits of liger Battalion has sparkec 
fect 


‘' «wewe of & lowe from the powermment armed forces and its other 


regecer aeits "ke correspeedeat save that « crow of eight prison warden 
Sefected to the SPLA with their rifies om S Pebruary 1994. 'Fxcerpt 
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CANADIANS OPPOSE WARTIME AID 





Tel Aviv YEDI*OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 26 Jan 86 p ' 


(Article by Yoram Hamizrahi: "Canada Survey: 90 Percent Against Wartime Aid to 
Israel") 


[Text] Omly 10 percent of Canada's citizenry are interested in having their 
government aid Israel in the event of a new Middle East confrontation, 
according ‘to a survey ordered by the Canadian Foreign Ministry. The survey 
was gotten hold of in its entirety by the big Canadian daily the TORONTO STAR 
under the official documents freedom of information act. 


Eighty-three percent of those asked said that Canada should saintain its 
neutrality in the Israeel-Arab controversy, ‘0 percent supported Canadian aid 
to Israel and 5 percent recommended that their government “in the event of 
comflict should support soderate Arab states." Shira Besin-Herzog, who 
handles sost of the Israel information cagpaign to encourage understanding 
among the public at large for Israel's problems and difficulties, said that 
she is not surprised because the results of the survey ordered by the Canadian 
Foreign Ministry are identical to those of a survey conducted by the 
Friendship League gore than 2 years ago. 


The survey by the Canada-Israel Friendship League showed, for example, that 70 
percent of Canada’s citizens prefer that their governgent “maintain strict 
neutrality in everything concerning the Middle East conflict.* Despite the 
fact tmat Jewish leaders and friends of Israel are trying not to shcw concern, 
Zany analysts Dellieve that the Canadian government, which is very responsive 
to shifts in public opinion, is likely, in various ways, to cool what have 
been <Gefined since the rise of the State of Israel as “warm and friendly 
relations.* Those same analysts believe that the erosion in support--fros 
Israel's point of view--is sostly due to the War in Lebanon and the negative 
publicity that Isreel got as a result of that war. 
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ISRAEL 


TRADE WITH LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES DESCRIBED ; 


Jerusalem THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST in English No 42, Feb 86 pp 16-17 


[Article by Judith R. Maltz] 


[Text] 


Economic development in Israc!l and 
Latem America has taken paralic! routes: 
raped mdustrialization and growth stunted 
by balance-of payments difficulties, heavy 
foremn debts, and skyrocketing inflation. 
Only now are the first signs of recovery 
visible. 

Since the beginning of the 1980s, 
when forcign-currency reserves began 
reaching dangerously low levels in both 
Israc! and Latin America, the respective 
governments have been determined to 
curb imports. Trade between the two 
has suffered as a result. Excluding mili- 
tary goods, the volume of Isracli ¢ 
to Latin America fell from $183 million 
in 1981 to $85.4 million in 1985. In 
1984, however, trends reversed, with 
exports rising to $944 million. In the 
opposite direction, imports from Latin 
Ametica — excluding oi] imports, which 
average $500 million a year — 
to $139.2 million in 1984 from $161.2 
million in 1981. The first three-quarters 
of 1985 showed more encouraging re- 
sults for Isracl: 2 46% increase im Isracli 
exports to Latin America coupled with a 
12% decrease in imports from the region. 
According to Yehuda Atemony, director 
of the Latin American Division at the 
Mm istry of Industry and Tradc, this turn- 
around in trade developments refiects the 
busmeces cycle in Latin America. 

Laiw America’s share of total Israch 
exports »enk from 3.4% in 1981 to 1.6% 
im 1984. while its contribution to total 
israch imports from 2% im 1981 
to 1.6% m | 984. In the final analyss, de- 
spite the minor improvements, Israc! is 

by a0 cnormous and not casily 
bruiged trade geo with Latin America. 
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Penetrating the Latin American market 
has proven difficult for Israci. Latin 
America’s market for agricultural produce 

one of Isracl's biggest cxports 1s 
already saturated by local producers, 
and other low-tech consumer goods can 
be purchased more cheaply from de- 
veloping countries. Furthermore, Latin 
American countries prefer to trade with 
their traditional partners in North America 
and Europe. 

Still, lwacl @ no stranger io Latin 
America. Israeli technical experts have 
been involved in agricultural development 
projects on the continent for decades. 
Many major Isracli firms also have bases 
in Latin America. And Isracti high+cch 
geods and other sophisticated products 
have made a big splash across the ocean in 
recent years, cially metals, machivery, 
electronic ucts and chemicals. Says 
one senior official at the F orcign Mmistry: 
“There is so much interaction with Latin 
America: we have more embassies there 
than on any other continent; many 
missions have been sent from both sides; 
and numerous joint projects have been 
initizted. Yet, paradoxically, our com. 
mercial relations are limited.” 

Unlike israel, Latin America is blessed 
with taw materials and abundant natural 
energy resources. Therefore, the region 
can restrict imperts more confidently. 
Indeed, in recent years, Latin America 
has inaccessible to exporters, 
especially relative newcomers like Israel. 
Thus, with its trade deficit deteriorating, 
Isracl| has been forced to rethink its 
trade policy with Latin America. 

Since many of Israci’s staples (like 
meat. fish and petroleum) come from 

















ISRAELI TRADE WITH 
LATIN AMERICA 
(excluding oil imports and military exports) 
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Source: Central Bureau of Statistics. 


Latin America, banning imports 
even partially — is unfeasible. Instead, to 
monitor imports and increase exports, 
Israel sought countertrade agreements 
with those Latin American countries 
from which it imports much more than it 
exports. Commercial arrangements of this 
sort save hard currency and give Isracli 
exports a much-needed push. 

Following is a survey of recent trade 
developments with Isracl’s major Latin 
American trading partners in the wake 


of this policy. 


URUGUAY 


In 1984, Israel im ed some $20 
million worth of goods — mostly meat 
and fish — from Uruguay, but its exports 
to thai country barely totalled §1 mil- 
lion. “We view this as an intolerable 
gap,” says Atsmony. 

Last November, Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ariel Sharon accompanied a 
mission to Uruguay in order to reach an 
agreement designed to help narrow 
Israel's trade gap with that country. 
As a result Uruguay committed itself 
to balancing its trade with Isracl within 
five years by stepping up government and 
private-sector purchases of Isracli goods. 
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isree! Uruguay Trade 
(Januery September 1985) 


exrorTs 








Source Minatry of industry end Trade 


Isr ee! Uruguay Trede 
(January September 1985) 


(MPORTS 


Meet end fish 
. products - 96% 
' 








\ ) 


~~ Wieciee casei 

In the first nine months of 1985, 
Israci’'s meat and fish imports from 
Uruguay were already down 50%. Imports 
of fruit, nuts, seeds and tobacco were 
totally discontinued, saving over $2 
million. 

Isracl mainly exports chemicals and 
electronics to Uruguay. During the first 
three-quarters of 1985, however, metals 
and machinery accounted for over 40% 
of total sales. 


ARGENTINA 


The same Isracli mission that visited 
Uruguay also stopped off in Argentina 
to negotiate a similar arrangement. 
Even better terms were reached there: 
Argentina agreed to balance its trade 
with Isracl by the end of the year, and 
that an administrative body would be 


formed to monitor trade developments 
between the two countries. 

Substantial Isracli exports to Argen- 
tina help narrow the trade gap between 
the two countries, even though Israel 
imports a larger absolute volume of 
goods from Argentina than from Uruguay. 
Between January and September 1985, 
Isracli imports from Argentina were 
down 18.6% and exports rose 22%. 

Like Uruguay, Argentina mainly ex- 
ports meat and fish products to Israel. 
These products accounted for almost 
half of its $34 million in exports to 
Israel in 1984 and close to 90% of the 
total in 1985. Fruit, nut, seed and to- 
bacco exports, which were prominent 
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in 1984, were virtually out of the picture *Exciuaing of imports 

in 1985, as were land, sea, and air carriers ; 

and precious stones. electrical and electronic goods, and 
Isracli chemicals constituted about transport equipment and spare parts 

haif of Israel’s $11-million exports to also performed well. More important 


in Atsmony's view, however, this agree- 


tina in 1984. rt i t 
Argentina in Transport equipmen ment has heightened Israeli exporters’ 


and are parts, which accounted for 
over canquan of 1984's total export awareness of Mexico, which should 
volume, grew by over $2 million in the improve export figures in the coming 
first nine months of 1985. Metals and years. As for Israeli imports, a sharp drop 
machinery also made headway in Ar- was evident in the purchases of most 
gentina in 1985, with sales jumping from Mexican goods in the first three-quarters 
$55,000 to close to $1 million in the of 1985. 

first three-quarters of the year. 


BRAZIL 

Unlike other Latin American countries, 
MEXICO Brazil supplies Israel with a host of goods 
With oil imports averaging half a — not just one or two staples. Since 
billion dollars a year, Israel is a long purchasing is, therefore, not concen- 
way from bridging its payments gap with trated in one or two centralized bodies, 
Mexico. Israel’s Minister of Energy also Israel] has less economic leverage in the 
visited Mexico in 1984, at which time Brazilian market. Israel's attempts to 
that country promised tc import more reach a bilateral, comprehensive clearing 
from Israel, albeit not in direct propor- agreement with Brazil have failed, although 
tion to Israeli oil imports. While Israeli arrangements between individual Israeli 

exports to Mexico fell short of the and Brazilian firms do exist. 


agreed-on target, they did increase by in ; 
almost 30% to over $5 million in the In response to Brazil's severe import 
first nine months of 1985. The bulk of restrictions, the Israeli government has 
these exports were chemicals and light adopted a policy which makes the import 


industrial products. Metals and machinery of Brazilian goods conditional on the sale 
' of Israeli counterexports (of equal value) 


to Brazil. This way, says Gil Kennan 
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of the Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
the government hopes to convince Brazil 
to be more lenient in granting import 
licenses, and to make Israeli exporters 
more aware of the Brazilian market. 

As a result of this policy, Brazilian 
imports shrunk by 24% in volume in 
1985. Aside from meat and fish, Israel 
purchases coffee, cotton, automobiles, 
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industrial equipment, and household 
utensils from Brazil. Conversely, Brazil is 
the only country in this survey in which 
Isracli exports have taken a turn for the 
worse, dropping from $17.5 million in 
1984 to $14.2 million between January 
and September 1985. Mining and quarry- 
ing, which contributed over 60% of Israeli 
exports to Brazil in 1984, dropped to 
zero in 1985. Chemicals continued to 


hold their own, making up one-third of 
total exports. Sales of metals and machin- 
ery approached $8 million in 1985, con- 
Stituting over half of total exports. Elec- 
tronic goods also sold well last year. 


The future 


What are Isracl’s trade objectives in 
Latin America? According to Atsmony, 
Israel will continue linking imports to 
exports in order to promote a balance 
of trade; it will seck other agreements 
like those reached with Uruguay and 
Argentina; it will try to negotiate a more 
substantial arrangement with Colombia; 
and it will work toward fully exploiting 
its agreement with Mexico. Israel also 
intends to develop new commercial 
channels in Latin America. For example, 
Ecuador and Chile, currently enjoying 
economic recoveries, are promising mar- 
kets. 

A senior official at the Foreign Ministry 
estimates that within the next five 
years Israel will be able to balance its 
trade with every Latin American country 
but Mexico. He believes that there is 
nothing to prevent Israeli exports to Latin 
America from doubling and even reaching 
$250 million. ® 











ISRAEL 


ISRAELI DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES REVIEWED 


Jerusalem THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST in English No 42, Feb 86 pp 18-22 


[Article by Joel Bainerman] 


[Text] 


Just 20 years after it began exporting 
submachine guns, the Israeli armament 
industry has become a potent force in 
world markets. Last year it exported 
$1.2 billion worth of hardware. By 
comparison, Britain’s defense exports 
totalled $3.3 billion in 1984. 

Israel] decided to become more self- 
sufficient after the Six-Day War, in June 
1967, when arms embargos prevented 
the delivery of vital military equipment. 
Previously, France and a handful of other 
Western nations had been the Israel 


Defense Forces’ (IDF) chief suppliers. 


As a result of the pressure to develop 
new defense systems, the defense in- 
dustry’s R&D process is extremely 
short. Generally, a new concept or 
technology is used on the battlefield 
just two years after its conception. After 
four years of use by the IDF, it can be 
declassified for export. This swift product 
revision is due to exceptionally close 
cooperation between the armed forces 
and the defense industries. 


RAFAEL 

Since its founding in 1948 as a special 
scientific unit of the IDF, Rafael, the 
Armament Development Authority of the 
Ministry of Defense, has grown into a 
major R&D and production facility. 
Rafael’s most r-cent development is a 
thermal night-vision instrument. By meas- 
uring small differences in heat, it recon- 
structs a TV-like image of the target 
without external illumination. It can 
detect objects as small as a jeep, even 
amid smoke, fog, dust and camouflage 
screens. 
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EL-OP 

El-Op Industries specializes in com- 
puterized tank fire-contro] systems, pas- 
sive night vision, infrared warning sys- 
tems, laser range-finding and laser com- 
munications. The company sold over 
$75 million worth of military goods in 
1984. 

Last May, El-Op introduced the Spirtas. 
This thermal-imaging instrument, a pas- 
sive target-acquisition system, is hard 
to detect and hard to hit because it 
emits no radiation. It is suited for both 
sea craft and planes. On-a submarine, 
Spirtas, itself eluding detection, can 
sense a ship above it. 


ISRAEL AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES 

As a result of its growth and its 
leadership in the international aero- 
space community, Israel Aircraft Indus- 
tries (IAI) achieved a $900-million 
turnover in fiscal 198485. In fiscal 
1985-26 total turnover is expected to 
reach $945 million, a 5% increase over 
the preceding year. 


THE LAVI 

The Lavi is JAI’s next-generation 
multiple combat aircraft. Composite mate- 
rials account for 22% of the aircraft’s 
structural weight. The use of composites 
for the wing allows for both low cruise 


drag (by optimizing wing surface shape) 


and high speed (through aeroelastic 
tailoring). 
Elbit Computers is developing the 


most vital interface between the pilot 
and the Lavi’s avionics: the displays. 
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THE ASIKA 
The Astra. LAl s newest business pct im 
the Westwind series, & a medium-sized 
seven <4cat amcralt that made its Gebut m 
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ECOMOMYT IN CCCUPIED TERRITORIES OUTLINED 
Jeression THE ISPAEL ECOWOMIST in English No 42, Feb 86 pp 30-31 


[Article by Dewid Richardece and Denny Sebiasteia! 
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ion of West Bank GNP derived from 
Ieraci, the figure for Israel would be 
closer to six times that for the West Bank. 

Al the statistecs suggest a provincial, 
underdeveloped and dependent ¢. onomy 
with a large migratory labor force. Indus. 
tral production im the West Bank has de. 
climed. The modustrial sector's contribu. 
tion to the GDP of the West Bank fell 
from 9% m 1968 to 65% m 1980. “With 
GNP per capsta twice as high as im Egypt. 
the West Bank's industrial contribution to 
GDP «= « quarter of the Egyptian indus 
tral contribation.” writes Dr. Benvensst:. 
Only some 50 factories im both the West 
Bank and Gaza employ more than 20 
workers, with slghtly more than | 000 
people emploved im substantial mdustria! 
plants 


Caught in the middle 

In the pow three years, external mm 
come sources hawe been less able to com 
pensate for local backwardness. Smee 
1982. Palestimeans m the West Bank and 
Gaze haw found that the luck whech 
allowed them to move profitably between 
Tel Awww and Amman has run out. Con 
currently. lerach cconomex growth has 
al but @ound to «a halt and Jordan's 
economy has slowed down, too. Jordan's 
Gitxwitees rewek prumarily from a sharp 
dechne m support from its otf cxch Arab 
new htors 
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Arab universities of the West Bank now 
graduate some 6,000 students a year, and 
most of them will sot be able to find 
work in Israel proper, the Arab states, or 
the territories themselves. This group of 


unemployed is growing into tens of 
thousands. 


According to the Labor and Social 
Welfare Ministry, labor exchanges in the 
territories are still reporting fewer appli- 
cations for work than those in Israc!, and 
the official unemployment rate is still 
around 2%. But there are other reflec. 
tions of the recession in the Isracli econ- 
omy. Since the beginning of 1984, 6,000 
laborers have been laid off by the larger 
construction companies. The number of 
requests for labor is down by 50% com- 
pared to the same period the year before, 
and now stands at some | 000. 

Some 90,000 residents of the West 
Bank and Gaza found employment in 
Israci during 1984 — ab wut a third of the 
available work force in the territories 
Fifty percent of those employed in Israe/ 
work in construction, 20% in industry, 
15% in agriculture, and the rest in various 
services. Two-thirds of all those employed 
were referred through the West Bank and 
Gaza labor exchanges and enjoy some of 
the salary and social benefits common in 
Israci. They do not, however, have unem 
ployment imsurance 


Delaying the collapse 

Two factors have delayed the collapse 
of the economy m the territories. First, 
these 90,000 unskilled laborers working 
in Israe! will probably continue to do so 
because Isracls are unwilling to replace 
them. Similarly, m western Europe, 
despite very high unemployment icveis, 
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millions of “gastarbeiters”’ still tind work. 

Second, Palestinians are returning to 
agriculture. Marginal areas that were 
neglected because of better employment 
opportunities outside the territories are 
being revived. More land is being cultivated 
and more le are working family plots. 

During 1984, as the dimensions of the 
burgeoning crisis became apparent, Israel 
and America aired development proposals 
designed to foster indigenous economic 
development and employment. Most sig- 
nificant were suggestions for the estab- 
lishment of an Arab bank in Nablus, the 
formation of investment companies, and 
the building of a cement factory in 
Hebron and juice plants in Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

Unfortunately, these plans will prob- 
ably never be realized. In almost any 
prvject enterprencurs and their backers 
will run afoul of Israel and Jordanian 
political and economic interests. Any fac- 
tory in the West Bank or Gaza will almost 
inevitably be in competition with an cxist- 
ing Isracli or Jordanian plant. And even if 
there is room im the Jordanian market, 
the government in Amman demands that 
all raw material be imported via its har. 
bors. This usually makes factory building 
hugely unprofitable. 

Jordan and Israc! also fear that inde. 
pendent economic growth in the territor- 
es will foster greater political ambition. 
Jordan distrusts any Palestimian accumu. 
lation of power, while Israc! opposes any- 
thing that might lead to Palestinian inde- 
pendence in the area. In short, they prefer 
that the territories remain a consumer 
market and a source of cheap labor. Both 
countries ure happier with the Palestinians 
building in Tel Aviv and Amman rather 
than in Nablus and Gaza. ® 











ISRAEL 


GOLAN MOSHAVS BANKRUPT 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 30 Jan 86 p 1 


[Article by David Moshiyuv: "Three Moshavs in the Golan on the Verge of 
Bankruptcy: the Moshavs on the Lebanese Border To Be Abandoned for a Week"] 


[Text] Three moshavs on the Golan Heights--Eli'ad, Giv'at Yo'av, and Ani‘'am-- 
are on the verge of fiscal collapse, despite their agricultural achievements 
which leave them an increasing functional profit from year to year. 


The reason is that Israel's increasing interest rates of recent years, which 
no one could have forecast, have caused these moshavs heavy deficits of about 
$10 million, which they cannot pay off. 


According to the moshav members, they cannot keep pace with the rate of debt 
increase because of the interest, which now is as high as 80 percent. "Had 
the interest rate stayed where it was when we took out the loan, we would not 
have any problem with the loan today”, the farmers said. 


The secretaries of the moshav movement, Gedalya Gal and Yohanan Dani‘'el, who 
toured the Golan Heights, are set to meet on the matter with Prime Minister 
Shim'on Peres after he returns from a visit to Europe, in an effort to prevent 
the collapse of these moshavin. 


In the same connection, the director general of the organization of Galilee 
moshavim, Rahamim Yaquti, reported last night that the members of several 
moshavim along the Lebanese border, together with all their families, are 
about to abandon the moshavim for a week because of the large debts which they 
cannot pay off and which have accumulated as a result of the high interest 
rate. “It is just too much," Yaquti said. 
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ISRAEL 


JERUSALEM POST, HADASHOT CONTRASTED 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 24 Jan 86 p 19 
[Article by Ari'el ben Ami: "Cheesecake and Conscience" ] 


[Text] "My editor wants blood from me. What can I do? If I want to continue 
working at HADASHOT, I have to give him blood." (One of the HADASHOT 
reporters, not for attribution, of course.) 


"There are people who are unhappy without a story on murder or some big 
embezzlement on the front page. We do not hide those things, but on the other 
hand we do not go out looking for them. We try not to get too close to the 
garbage." (Ari Rat, editor of the JERUSALEM POST.) 


It is a matter of character--two different approaches in an Israeli press that 
is looking for signposts to keep it from going too far afield. One could 
guess at the differences from the blue suit and matching tie worn by Ari Rat 
as compared to the jeans worn by HADASHOT editor Yosi Klein, but that would be 
rather petty. The 50-year old JERUSALEM POST already has a solid spine. The 
2-year old HADASHOT, according to its editor, is still groping, and he says 
that the criticism leveled against it is unfair because of its inexperience. 


The question might be whether we have to forgive HADASHOT where we would not 
forgive the JERUSALEM POST. But the problems that occupy the editors of the 
two newpapers are different. Ari Rat, the editor of the POST, is troubled 
more by an Israeli policy that is spread--even by his own paper--throughout 
the world. Yosi Klein has to struggle with the "feedback" that he gets on 
pictures of women's bodies in HADASHOT in order to knov when he has exceeded 
the bounds of acceptable documentation. 


When Rat tries to fight the censorship, he has the solid backing of the 
editors’ commission. Yosi Klein, who is not a member of the editors’ 
commission--for commercial reasons, he says--claims that he lacks that 
backing. He argues that he is therefore more exposed to the pressures applied 
to his paper. As proof of that he cites the closing of HADASHOT for 3 days 
last year after he violated tne censor's instructions. Klein is unwilling to 
admit that the closing down of the paper when it first came out is what built 
it up in the public eye. 








The paper violated the censor's instructions in the matt - of the terrorist 
bus to Ashgelon when it published a piece on it. It tried to be the "bad boy" 
of the press establishment and give it a slap while its big brothers were 
showing self-restraint by not publishing. But the establishment, in the 
person of the censor, reacted to that slap with a kick of its own and closed 
cown HADASHOT. 


Both HADASHOT's abandon and the JERUSALEM POST's honored reputation 
demonstrate a position. Ari Rat emphasizes the national responsibility that 
he shoulders. Yosi Klein says that he does not place the responsibility on 
any one person, but also evades the issue of his having created norms of 
aggressiveness in the Israeli press. In justifying the publication of names 
of suspects before they have been brought to trial, he says: "If MA'ARIV and 
YEDI'OT stop the practice, I will, too". But HADASHOT was the one that 
started the practice, ina clear violation of the law and a blatant attack 
against citizens who cannot protect themselves. 


Of course, the JERUSALEM POST, like the other newpapers, is not totally 
without sin. Ari Rat says that some reporters on his paper were rebuked for 
the headline that they submitted in the Hava Ya'ari affair. The headline 
noted that she was the wife of Ehud Ya'ari. Rat says that that headline was 
irrelevant to the actual charges against Hava Ya'ari and that her family 
connection should be published in the body of the article. By the same toxen 
he defends the television reportage that ignored the Hava Ya'ari affair 
because of the connection to her husband, a TV man. 


Yosi Kiein, like Ari Rat. argues that public figures must get more exposure 
when they become involved in a police investigation. But in HADASHOT that 
gets applied even to a lowly washwoman. In the embezzlement affair at the 
Bank Hapo’alim in Jerusalem, one of the bank's cleaning women was arrested on 
suspicion of involvement in the embezzlement. HADASHOT came out with a large 
picture of her and her full name on the front page. Today things like that 
can be found in other papers, too--they all justify themselves with the claia 
that they cannot afford to lag behind the others. 


Ari Rat forcefully rejects the notion of "Israel's dirty laundry before the 
world." He says that the fact that his paper appears in English obliges 
accurate reporting just as it does for the rest of Israel's dailies. There is 
no hesitation about publishing something out of fear that Israel would "look 
bad" in his paper. In today's world, when every edition of the news on "Kol 
Isra'el" is immediately translated from Hebrew to the entire world, it would 
be absurd to do otherwise. "I do not want to be like in the song ‘Only My 
Little Hayim’ where they are all wrong and only some Yiddish bulletin in 
Jerusalem reports the truth. That is precisely the difference between a 
newspaper and a bulletin that is the mouthpiece for some organization. I have 
to be accurate in my reporting." 


On the war in Lebanon Ari Rat had to struggle with nis conscience. He does 
not want anyone to criticize the government in wartime. Nevertheless, he 
Says, when he realized in the very first days of the war that the IDF 
spokesman was misleading the public, he tried with all his might to publish 
that fact, as the other newspapers did, to at least lessen the war damage. He 
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BUDGET CUTS EXPECTED 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubeyy KHALEE! TIMES in English 26 Feb 86 p | 


[Text | 
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NEW VISA REGULATIONS IN EFFECT 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 1 Mar 86 p 3 


[Text] THE implementation of new 


/13104 
cso: 


visa regulations which became 
effective last month has caused 
problems, one of them being the 
Dh2D departure fee for cach pas- 
senger. 

The question was: who to charge 
afd how to collect the fee A uni- 
form wempiementation would inctude 
nationals, rewdent expatriates and 
visstors of short and long duration 

The nationals feel it is unfair for 
the government to charge them the 
Geparture fee, ehule rewdent cxparry- 
ates, particularly those with large 
farmebes. and buuncumen eho mate 
frequent trop: abroad, fett the depar. 
ture fer was burdensome and wanted 
i to be pasd by thew employers Who 
should collect the fee and where 


who way im the country beyond the 
iega! bemet The uniform application 
of thes cowered not only the viestors 
but also those @ho are legal rewdents 
of the country but whose rewdence 
permet has ecxpered and m swesing 
renewal The category inchudes fed 
eral. iexcal governement and murcrpe! 
stafts and the large semrpublx and 
private sector companies. where 
pastror’ mafters are handled hy the 
sieueetration and aot tw the 
wiry chual emeowee Becauw of thr 
acheremev rative proces they are une 
bic fo remee resedence permats for 
mont emptovess m time 
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When the new rules were 
introduced, the local government 
departments and the municipality 
refused to tolerate delays as an excuse 
and asked employees to pay for the 
delay in the period leading up to the 
renewal of the residence permits 

As the word about the situation 
spread, staff im local government and 
municipal departments besicged 
their personne! departments 
demanding prompt renewal in order 
not to attract the financial penalty 
Hundreds of low-paid civic and 
agricuhtural staff im destant locations, 
began asking for leave im order to 
come to the main office of Abu 
Dham mumscopalsty to ensure prompt 
renewal of their permits. They had 
heard of some colleagues having to 
pay hundreds of dirhams for “over- 
staying” 

The Abu Dhat authorities then 
announced a grace period of 14 days 
after the expery date during which 
the permit can be renewed without 
attracting a fone But even this was 
found to be madequate. 

The Ministry of Justice has been 
asked to study the problem and give 
its legal opmmon on how best to 
tackic «. Last week, i met represen- 
tatives of the ministries of social 
affairs and labour and interior 

It is understood that the Socral 
Affairs and Labour Ministry has 
asked for the fine to be mmpowed only 
on those visitors who stay beyond 
the 1$-day pernod of thew transit and 
vist vices, and to exempt the rew- 
dent cupatriates and the under | 5S- 
day vitor 

Until a solution is worked out, the 
department and companses el! have 
to speed up then procedures and take 
advantage of the |4-day grace period 
to save thew staff from penalty 
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CRUDE EXPORTS TO JAPAN INCREASE 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 28 Feb 86 p ll 


[Article by Ahmed Hassan] 


EXPORTS of crude oil from the 
UAE to Japan rose appreciably last 
year, contrary to initial fears that 
such imports would be curtailed. 
Official sources at the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Mineral Resources in 
Abu Dhabi indicated that Japanesc 
imports of crude from the UAE had 
risen by nearly 30 per cent last year. This 
had not been expected since imports 
from the UAE in the earlier part of last 
year had shown a substantial reduction. 
Sources said the total quantity of UAE 
crude imported by Japan last year is 
estimated at 42.2 million kilolitres. Last 
June, the value of UAE exports to Japan 
was considered to be less than half of 
the total for the comparable period 
The total Japanese imports from 
Arab countries showed a sharp decline 
and the UAE was the only country from 
which the Japanese had increased their 
imports. Last year’s imports from Arab 
States were down by 7.6 per cent, 
amounting to nearly 140 million 
kilolitres. In the previous year, Japanese 
imports from Arab states totalled 
around 200 million kilolitres 
Japan's current imports from Arab 
Statics amount to some 70 per cent of 
its total imports. Japan is also a major 
importer from Indonesia and Venezuela 
Although Japanese imports from the 
UAE and Oman had shown a substan 
tial increase, imports from Saudi Ara 
bia had been reduced considerably 
Saudi exports to Japan last year 


[Text ] 


accounted for only 34.4 milhon kilolitres 
compared to 40.9 million kilolitres in 
the previous year 

Al Bundug ot! field in Abu Dhabi, 
operated by Japanese companies, ha 
mecreased production to 25,000 barrels 
a day 


/13104 73 
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GULF GRAINS IMPORTS TO INCREASE 
Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 17 Feb 86 p 15 


[Text ] GRAIN imports of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council countries are expected 
to grow at a rapid rate in the next few years. it is estimated that by the end 
of this century the AGCC states would be buying 7.4 million tonnes of grain, 
against the current imports of 4 million tonnes. 

According to a study carried out by a committee of experts the consumption 
of grain in the region will rise to 168 kilograms per head per year from the 
present 156 kilograms. | 

It is estimated that wheat would be the main grain consumed by the people 
in the region, replacing rice. The consumption of wheat per person is expected 
to go up sharply reaching 123kg per person per year from a mere 13kg a few 
years ago when rice was the staple grain. With a marked change in food habits 
in the region, rice now occupies the second place, and its consumption in the 
AGCC states is expected to rise from 500,000 tonnes in 1980, to 1.4 miilion 
tonnes by 2000. 

The committee of experts has recommended the formulation of a long-term 
strategy for food imports by the AGCC states, keeping in view the goal of food 
security. 
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INDIA 


REPORTER SEES SETBACK IN INDO-PAKISTAN RELATIONS 
“alcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Feb 86 p 1 


‘Text] New Delhi, Feb 10--If the official rumblings both here and in 
Pakistan are any indication, the great expectations of a new and friendly 
hapter unfolding between India and Pakistan before the summer would seem 
to have suffered a setback less than eight weeks after President Zia's 
visit to the capital. 


If the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr Mohammed Khan Junejo, has been 

talking of Kashmir, one has heard Mr Bali Ram Bhagat, External Affairs 
Minister, telling the U.S. President, his Secretary of State, other officials, 
Senators and Congressmen of how dangerous American military assistance to 
Pakistan really was for India--that it not only posed a threat to India 

but forced her to spend more on defence. 


Mr Bhagat's arguments must have been as repetitive as the Americans’ reply 
that Pakistan needed these arms to ward off threats from the western 
frontier. 


Even so, well-informed sources say, a point of significance is that Mr 
Bhagat managed to get from the U.S. Defence Secretary the assurance that 
the USA would ensure that in supplying arms to Pakistan the balance was 

not tilted against India. In other words, the USA was aware of the quantum 

and sophistication of arms possessed by both countries and, using her own 
udgment, would make sure that Pakistan did not have an edge over India. 


Quite apart from arms supplies to Paxistan, India has been concerned over 
the reported links between the Sikh extremists and Pakistanis, despite 
President Zia's assurance during his visit that such allegations went against 
normalization of ties, but that he would look into the problem in a deter- 
mined manner. “The important thing was to satisfy each other that such a 
thing was not happening,” he said. Recent investigations have reportedly 
revealed continued Pakistani links. 

An immediate fallout of India's strong feelings on the subject, further con- 
firmed by certain statements reportedly made by apprehended Sikh extremists 
might be that Mr Rajiv Gandhi's visit to Pakistan might not take place in 

the next two or three months. 
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PRESS REPORTS, COMMENTS ON BHAGAT VISIT TO U.S. 


U.S. Ambassador's Efforts Noted 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Jan 86 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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[Text ] 
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Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Feb 86 pl 
[Article by R. Chakrapani] 


[Text] 





WASHINGTON. Feb. 8 

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. B. R . said 
yesterday that he was “hopeful” the US. Would ap- 
prove the sale of suber-computers to India. He also 
expected transfer of computer technology in one or 
two new areas. 

At an informal press conference. he was asked 
about his discussions with the President, Mr. Re 
the Vice-President, Mr. George Bush, the Defence Sec- 
retary. Mr. Caspar Weinberger and the Secretary of 
State, Mr. George P. Shultz Ve wes also asked about 
the likelinood of india getting super-computers 

Mr. Bhagat said the question of sale was currently 


being processed with reference to the safeguards to' 
be attached. But. he said. U.S. clearance for their ex-’ 


port to India looked promising. , 

Question of While Mr. Bhagat did not 
spell out the safeguards, it is known that they are the 
same as applies to export of all sensitive and sophistica- 
ted technology to foreign countries. The US. does 
not want this technology to pass into the hands of the 
Soviet Union or to be used in nuclear programmes 
While the State Department has urged their sale to 
india, the Pent has been hesitant to approve it 
Apparently. at Bhagat s meeting with Mr. Weinber 


ger. reportedly heid at the Pentagon's suggestion. the 


air seems to have been cleared. 

Moreover, India's decision to enter into an agree- 
ment with the Control Data Corporation for the 
purchase of computers and manufacturing technolo- 
gy at an approximate value of $500 millions in due 
course is another factor positively influencing the U S 
to sell super-computers to india 

Yesterday. Mr. Bhagat ing at the Centre for 
Strategic and international Studies of the Georgetown 
University. had said that following the understanding 
reached by the two countries and the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding. the acquisition of 


dua! technology. both for civilian and military purpos- 


88 


es, was under way. | hese discussions were going on 
very well. “We on our part have a big offer for the 
purchase of computers from the Control Data Cor- 
poration’, he said. 

“In the process we are looking forward to very 
good cooperation in the defence field.” 
» BD gesture: Vir. Reagan's decision to rece- 


ive Mr. Bhagat at the Ovai Office is viewed as a signifi. 


cant gesture ae US. Presidents do not meet 
Foreign Ministers. Such a gesture is reserved for very 
few countries. His decision to meet Mr. Bhagat is 
seen nere as a sign of improved Indo-Arnerican re 
lations 

The meeting with Mr. Reagan, it lasted a 
bare 15 minutes. was very warm cordial, Mr 
Bhagat said. Mr Reagan expressed his appreciation 
of the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's initiative in 
starting a process of confidence-building measures 
among India’s neighbours. especially Pakistan 

Later at his meeting with Mr. Bush. there were dis- 
cussions on bilateral relations and some of the pro- 
blems in the region 


IDA assistance: Another issue that figured at the 
meeting with Mr. Shultz was India’s need for continu 
ed IDA assistance Mr. Bhagat pointed out that Indias 
share of IDA. which stood at 40 per cent for several 
years, had now shrunk to 22 per cent in spite of ab 
solute poverty conditions prevailing in large parts of 
the country. He ur that its share shoum) not go 
below 22 per cent if it was not p to increase it 
Mr. Bhagat said he — iS request to be con 
sidered by the US ration at the appropriate 
time 

Sri Lanka problem: Besides Pakistan s nuclear pro- 
gramme. his discussions at various levels also inciud- 
ed the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka. “The US. is sup 

ting the role india is playing to bring about a peace- 
sniution to this problem '. he said 




















M foreign affairs, Minister Bhagat told reporters he had informed U.S. 
offictale bere that India's assistance in the Sri Lanka situation had hit a 
“@et-beck” requiring postponement of the scheduled visit to Colombo of the 
Foreign Secretary. He blamed this on the Sri Lankan Government's 
“teeletence on «a military solution before there is a political solution." 


Jeeteréey morning, Minister Bhagat addressed the Georgetown University 
ceetre for Stretegic and International Studies and went into great detail 
'= @epleining the origins and objectives of the South Asian Association 
fet Regione!) Cooperation, a term and concept which until now has received 
Little attention for understanding in the U.S. 


hr OOTS te «© leading conservative think tank and at the end of his SAARC 
epwech, Iedie’'s top diplomat was asked about Afghanistan. First, he said 
thet © foe thowght it wae « problem which can be "solved"--because it was 


* ‘eter te teprowing Sowlet-American relations which now were reapproaching 
* Getente 


hot thee, whee eehed whet it would take to get the Soviets to withdraw their 
trmepe free Afghenieten, the Minister said “assurance of a non-aligned, 
weetre) Aflg@henieten «at the Soviet borders, just like a Finland or an 
hewtrie.” The comeerwatiwe think tank's chairman couldn't let that one 


peer “Weert thet «11 true before the Soviets invaded Afghanistan?" he 
rer; 


“fie © “leleter of Eetermal Affaire then took the fall-back position of 

the Dewbet treepe hewing been “Imwited in” by the Afghan Government. In the 
“ore of ome 5. Stete Departeent official in vesterday's CSIS audience, 
“ oore leld =m eee of thet one.” 


lepertence of Control Data Agreement 


etree "SH FITS >» Eeglieh 10 Feb 86 p 68 
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part in speeding up the purchases. Not that such 
sophisticated equipment whose export from the 
US. is restricted on ‘strategic’ grounds comes in 
without strings. The restriction on use outside 
the originally stated purpose, and particularly in 
nuclear science, and the right of the U.S. to be, 
involved in any bona fide investigation should 
diversion be suspected, are among | the 
somewhat rigid terms that the Government of | 
India has decided the country can live with if it is 
to get such high technology from that source. 
(The precedent of bilateral nuclear supply agree- ‘ 
ments, such as the 1963 agreement relating to’ 
Tarapur, can be considered relevant here, in that 
they incorporate specific supply related, al-. 
though not general purpose restrictions.) But the 
latest transfer of computer manufacturing 
technology in what js considered a dual use 
area—involving civilian and possible military 
application in certain spheres—does mark a/ 
change, albeit slight, in American policy in this 
area. | 


While the intensification of high technology 
transfer is a positive step, the political and stra- 
tegic problems with the U.S. remain. fhe repeat- 
ed protests from the Government of India over 





tS 


the winking at the frenetic ‘efforts to build a’ 
nuclear explosive or weapon have left Washing- 
ton unmoved. In fact, a new and enlarged U.S. 
military aid pgckage for the next three years is 
in the offing—this contrasts with the cut in aid 
to India from $80 millions in 1986 to $72.5 milli- 
one in 1987. There have no doubt been hints that 
the package for Pakistan would include not 
quite the very latest in military systems, but its 
content has not been made clear yet. If new and 
qualitatively higher order weaponry does go to 
Pakistan, it is bound to cast on India an increa- 
singly heavy burden that the matching modernisa- 
tion of its armed forces would involve. On. the 
purely political front,. the outcome of the South 
Asian Regional Cooperation summit in Dacca 
seems to have won a pat from Washington, and 
perhaps in a remote way even prompted it to 
adopt a fresh attitude on the technology transfer 
area. The U.S. would also be egging India on to 
show improved results in the bid to improve its 
biléteral relations with Pakistan. It is difficult to 
understand how, so long as the U.S. administra- 
tion continues to treat Pakistan as a “frontline 
state’ on the ground that the Soviet troops are 
in Afghanistan and uses this argument to sup- 
port it militarily well beyond its legitimate def- 
ence needs, there can be a real breakthrough. 


the arming of the Pakistani military regime and 








Recognition of India's Needs 
Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 10 Feb 86 p 6 
[Editorial ] 


[Text ] . 
The agreed minutes of the Indo-US Joint Commission, 
chaired o Mr Bali Ram Bhagat and Mr George Shultz, are 
most significant for the acknowledgement they contain of 
“the continuing need for India’s access to concessional 
finance.” If this is read in the context of Mr Bhagat’s 
forthright plea for soft loans from the IDA to fight both the 
hard core of India’s poverty and pursue its present liberal 
policies, it would seem that there is the beginning of a 
change of heart on the part of the Reagan administration. 
It had marked itself out in recent years by arguing that 
India’s high credit rating qualified it for more of interna- 
tional commercial loans rather than concessional finance 
from multilateral agencies. Only a few days back the US 
had fallen in line with other donor countries and pledged 
to work for the higher replenishment figure of $12 million 
for the IDA instead of its earlier preference for the level of 
$ 10 million. While this was a positive step, it meant little 
additionally to India as indications were that India’s share 
would not go up proportionally but be protected at the 
earlier absolute level. Now the tone and spirit of the joint 
commission’s assertion raises hopes that concessional 
finance to India will grow rather than remain static. 
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What has caused this change of heart, if there has been 
any, on the part of the US administration? One indirect 
reason can be that India’s need for such finance has grown 
significantly in the last few months and its lobbying for the 
same must have become correspondingly more intense 
But what can have weighed with the US President's men 
more is the fact that India is in a tight spot on the balance 


of paymerts front precisely because it is practising the 


kind of liberalisation that they themselves believe in. So if 


‘they do not lend a helping hand at this juncture, then who 


will? India has also put forward the economic argument 
that under a liberalised regime imports rise first and 
exports catch up a little later after the cost structure of the 
economy has gone down. This may not be very true but is 
part of the conventional wisdom currently governing the 

S and the World Bank. So what can they do but 
appreciate their own logic. The current state of rises in 
administered prices is an instance of India on its own 
undertaking the sort of corrective measures that the 
recipients of such assistance are usually asked to do. So 
totally yn India’s plea for concessional assistance at 
this stage would amount to the Worid Bank thwarting the 
success of its most cherished medicine midway through 
the course. The concessions that India actually has to 
make can be rather small. Once the present difficulties are 
tided over, exports could rise for their own reasons. At that 
stage it would not take much time to restore food subsidies 
or even expand them. 

What the present liberalised regime will do irreversibly, 
if it continues, is integrate the Indian economy more and 
more to western technology and its specifications. Corres. 
pondingly the dependence on Soviet technology and its 
role in the Indian economy will reduce. The Soviets then 
will have gradually less of a say in Indian economic 
decision making. Already India has a substantial trade 
surplus with the USSR and is hard put to find sufficient 
suitable technology to buy and set that balance right. India 
can use the surplus only to buy advanced wezponry from 
the USSR but here also India is moving towards the west, 
not for such top of the line items as MiG 29 but for such 
standard stuff like helicopters ond field guns. If to this 
scenario is added the substantial reduction in regional 
tension that a no-war pact with Pakistan later in the year 
can bring, then the role of the Soviets as a friend of the last 
resort will be downgraded. By that time the US will have 
— India out with the concessional finance which it 
had previously withheld for a time. 
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MOVE AFOOT TO REORGANIZE DEFENSE MINISTRY 
Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Feb 86 p 12 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. -— 


A move '3 afoot to reorganise the Defence ' As a result of the proposed reallocation. the 
Ministry yey y Ee e Se ae Gee tak, ee 
pn ay vy Air Force, to provide for. emerge as more igures. 
greater functional effic , administrative co- | some’ of the responabities of ther chiefs in 
ordination and integrated ing on the inter- running the respective establishments. The idea 
related problems of threat perceptions, stra- is that the chiefs should concentrate on pro 
tegic concepts and operational requirements in ; viding effective leadership at the hig!. level. with- 
the prevailing security environment. ae 

The Defence Ministry, as constituted at pre- military administration. 
sent, is primarily raonded to assert civilian m Kg Ae nate - absence of = 
macy, exercise proper financial control re- ‘ king, hee = the Sorvio s hie 


gulate service promotions, ‘while providing the 


: 
; 


necessary liaison between the net and the to hold of this 
Service chiefs at the level ofthe higher defence flo for 8 long time. At present. the main res 
of responsibilities: The attempt Ponsibility or providing effective liaison 

now is not to ade the role of the De- Se eee ao 
fence Ministry as . but to redefine its res- t+ 4: ~y 4 State 4 
ponsibilities so that the Service headquarters Singh, virtue wom - 
are not denied their due voice in matters re- eo ame emerged as a key figure 
lating to their respective functions. As a logica! Napeey te ny~ ay 


think 
ae ete a es oe 
and Air Headquartrrs, to evolve a more ef- mei hm ahah yee mar 
ficient hierarchical system. minate duplication a 
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SIGNS MIZORAM FRONT NOT READY TO CONCLUDE ACCORD 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text] 
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GOVERNMENT ACCUSED OF INACTION ON PUNJAB 


Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Feb 86 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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COMPOSITION OF EXPANDED BIHAR MINISTRY REPORTED 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 5 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


Patna, Feb 4 (PTI) — The 11-month 

old 26-member Bihar Ministry, headed’ 

by Mr Bindeshwari Dubey, was today: 

expanded with the induction of three 

new Cabinet Ministers and eight a) 
isters of State. 9 

The Chief Minister also dropped 
two Cabinet ministers—Mr Mahavir: 
Choudhury and Mr Indranath Bhagat— 
and one Minister of State, Mr; 
Amerendra Mishra and changed the 
portfolios of most of his collegues. 

A Minister of State, Mt Mahavir; 
Paswan, was elevated to the Cabinet ; Z 
rank. 

The new incumbents are: Mr, 

_Lokesh Nath Jha, Mr Rajendra Prasad | 
Singh and Mr Bhukla Bhagat (all Cabi- 
net) and Mr Vijay Shankar Dubey, Mr 
Ishwar Chandra Pandey, Mr 
Vishwamohan Sharma, Mr Anugraha 
Narain Singh, Mr Rajendra Prasad 
Yadav, Mr Sanatan Sarda, Mr 
Surendra Prasad Tarun and Mr' 
Yamuna Prasad Ram (all Ministers of| 
State). 
Governor P Venkatasubbiah ol? 
ministered the oath of office and secre- 
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Relations; 


“Medical Education and 


“cy to the new incumbents at a brief cer- 


emony at the Raj Bhawan. 

The Chief Minister and his minis- 

terial colleagues and high officials were 
ptesent on the occasion. 
t The strength of the Ministry has 
now gone up to 34— 14 Cabinet and 20 
Ministers of State. There is no Deputy 
Minister. 

Following is the list of Ministers 


.along with their portfolios:- 


Mr Bindeshwari Dubey, Chief 
Minister—Cabinet, Administrative 
Reforms, Home, Planning, Finance, 
Industry, Information and Public 


Mr _ Lahtan, Choudhury— 


Agriculture and 20-point Programme 


Implementation; 

Mr Ram Jaipal Singh Yadav— 
Revenue, Relief and Rehabilitation 
and Land Reforms; 

Mr Ramashray Prasad Singh— 


Parliamentary 
Mr Dinesh Kumar Singh—Hea!th, 


Family 
Welfare; 
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Mr Sidheshwar Prasad— Rural De- 
velopment and Panchayati Raj; 

Mrs Uma Pandey—Labour, Em- 
ployment and Tourism; 

Mr Saryu Mishra has been shifted 
from health departinent to minor irri- 
gation and religious trust. Mr Dinesh 
Kumar Singh, who earlier held food 
and civil supply, has been allotted 


health. 


Of the other two new Cabinet Min- 
isters, Mr Bhukla Bhagat has been 


given forest and environment and Mr 


Rajendra Prasad Singh building 
constructions. 

Mr Mahavir Paswan, who was ele- 
vated to the Cabinet rank, has been al- ' 
lotted welfare and jail. 

The Chief Minister said that he 
would undertake yet another expansion 


_ of his ministry. 


Talking to newsmen soon after the 
swearing-in ceremony, Mr Dubey, 
however, declined to say as to when the 
next phase of the expansion would take 
place. 

Asked to ccm:nent on the reasons 
for dropping two Cabinet Ministers 
and one Minister of State, Mr Dubey , 
said “no comment”. ' 
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ATTEMPTS TO ALLAY SOVIET FEARS OF U.S. TILT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 17 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Feb. 16. 
An earnest attempt is being made by India: 
behind the scenes to allay iet misgivings 
about a pro-American tilt in the country's re- 
lationship with the two super powers to the de- 
triment of Moscow's interests in the region. — 


Despite India's repeated disavowal ot any tun- 
damental shift in its foreign policy pursuits, the 
Soviet Union has continued to voice some con- 
cern privately about the wider political re- 
percussions, especially in the third world, of the 
country’s current efforts to cultivate the U.S. 
and seek technological cooperation extending 
even to the defence sphere. 


The Soviet Vice-President, Mr. V. Kuznetsov, 
pet ag bl rampage ce trate, oor When? sh 
month, in an oblique way made known Mos- 
cow's fears during his private talks with some 
Indian politicians in Delhi, although he was care- 
ful enough not to raise this issue during his offi- 
cial talks with the leaders of the Government. * 
He, however, reflected in a polite but unmistak- . 
able manner Moscow's over the 
absence of more articulate Oulzpoken Ind-_, 
ian support for Mr. Gorbachev's new peace ini-’ 
tiatives. 

The Soviet Union cannot complain, much 
less protest, against India's feces policy of 
improving relations with the U.S. so long as this 
does not affect the country’s well established 
friendship with it. But Moscow has tended to . 
take the view that the muffled Indian action to 
current American policies and actions. which in 
its opinion is in sharp contrast with the strident 
tone of its criticism in the past, tends to give the | 
benefit of doubt to Washington. : 

No basis for criticism: The indian leaders do 
not see any basis for this criticism, but they feel 
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that some steps need to be taken to assuage 
the Soviet feelings if only to reassure Moscow 
that the present ernment in India is not con- 
sciously or away from it. 

As part of this new effort. the resolutions 
that are being drafted for adoption by the forth- 
coming meeting of the non-aligned foreign mini- 
sters in Delhi will wholeheartedly welcome Mr. 

‘ Gorbachev's peace plan. 

Arjun Singh visiting Moscow: At the bilateral 
level, the Congress () vice-president, Mr. Arjun 
Singh. is being sent to Moscow at the head of a 
four-member goodwill delegation to represent 

' the ruling party at the 27th congress of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union. 


Soviet offer: From the Soviet side, there are 
indications of some new offers of defence equip- 
ment to match and even outbid, if possible, the 
American move to establish a technological re- 
lationship with India in the development and pro- 

. duction of sophisticated weapon systerns. 

The Soviet Union is evidently waiting for the 
outcome of the Indo-American discussions 
under way for transfer of defence-related high 
technology before coming forward with its own 
rte conagpel gh od ay be ian requirements at a 
— of the high price dernanded by US. 
irms. 

. The Soviet Government is also reported to 
be quite keen that Mr. Gorbachev should visit 
India well before President pays his 
promised trip to help to consolidate the latest 

ovement in irdo-American relations. 

would not be surprising if there is an in- 
tensification of the super power rivalry during 

_the next few months for influencing Indian opi- 
nion in areas where the leadership continues to 
keep an open mind without prejudice to its pre- 
sent endeavours for a better balanced relation- 
ship with Moscow and Washington. 
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SGPC PRESIDENT TOHRA GIVES REASONS FOR RESIGNATION 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text] Anandpur Sahib, Feb 16--The Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee 
president, Mr Gurcharan Singh Tohra, today announced his resignation from 
the posts at the Sarbat Khalsa here, reports UNI. 


The Punjab Chief Minister and Akali Dal president, Mr Surjit “Singh Barnala, 
confirmed that he had received two copies of Mr Tohra's resignation letter. 
One copy was addressed to Mr Barnala and the other to the executive of the 
SGPC which has the authority to accept or reject the resignation. 


Our Special Representative adds: Mr Tohra referred to criticism against 
him and said that he had handed over his resignation to Mr Barnala anc was 
offering it in the open at the Sarbat Khalsa. 


He said he had come to an agreement with others in the Golden Temple to 
avoid bloodshed. If he had committed an offence by doing so, he was 
prepared to apologize. He narrated the sequence of events leading to the 
present situation in the Golden Temple. 


Mr Tohra said that if the Panth wanted it and the people were united, "those” 
in the Golden Temple could be taught a lesson in five days. He urged the 
people in Punjab and other States, intellectuals and professionals and 

others to go in deputation to them and tell them that their activities were 
not in accordance with the tenets of Sikhism. 


He also attacked the Centre and said that it was a Central conspiracy to 
kill Bhindranwale and arrange for the "moral death" of Longowal and himself 
by arresting them during Operation Bluestar. 


Referring to his resignation, he said he was not running away from responsi- 
bility, and if Mr Barnala asked him he would be prepared to face anything 
and make sacrifices. 


Mr Barnala said if resignations could settle problems, "all of them" were 
prepared to quit. He himself was prepared to step down from the Akali Dal 
presidentship and was not enamoured of power. 


Hints about the term of the SGPC being over were also being thrown, he 
said in an apparent reference to the criticism against Mr Tohra. But 


it was for the Centre to order fresh SGPC elections and his Government 
would write to the Centre. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE STATISTICS SHOW UN VOTING PATTERN 


Madras THE HINDU in English 18 Feb 86 p 9 


[Text] 


The F On NEW DELHI. Feb. 17. 5 
oreign Office today released voting stati- 
ics in the United Nations to show that the US 

_ Mr. Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s charge } 
had voted with the US. only 16 per | 
Noon 


eae tee os 
qoaons xternal Af- 
Mr. B. R. Bhagat on India’s ° 


year for instance, reg Pio enema 
second committee (economic) were passed by ; 


In the General Assembly 
last 178 of the 
323 resolutions adopted rane 
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resolutions, abstained on 248 per cent and 
supported only 15.8. India’s record was 1.4 per. 
* cent (opposed) 85.5 per cent (supported) and. 
13.) per cent (obstained). ny 
1 In fact, if one were to take into account the 
« consensus resolutions, India and the U.S. would 
‘ have adopted the same positions on 60.08 
cent of resolutions passed by the 
sembly. On disarmament issues last year, 17 of 
: the 62 resolutions were adopted by consensus. - 
. At one with NAM: The resolutions over 
» which India and the U.S. were opposed to each 
other largely ained to West 
_and South Africa. On these issues, the 
position has reflected the common 
entire non-aligned movement. 
against the Pakistan-sponsored resolution on 
, converting South Asia into a zone of peace, 
‘while the U.S. supported it. India’s resolutions 
- calling for the non-use of nuclear weapons and 
prevention of nuclear war and for a conference 
on the Indian Ocean was opposed by the U.S 
The official spokesman said the overall co- 
incidence of voting with the U.S. even 
allies like Saudi Arabia (19.3 per cend, Pak 
(22.8 per cent), China (20.5 cend were 
; much higher than India’s. said 
terns in the U.N. were not a true barometer 
} biateral relations as Senator Moynihan seemed 
to imply. 
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JANATA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MEETS 1 FEB 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 2 Feb 86 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Feb 1--The Janata Party's national executive said here 
today that the rapidly increasing trade gap had deepened the foreign 
exchange crisis and the country was heading towards devaluation of the 
rupee. it "will bring untold hardships to the nation's economic life." 


Releasing a resolution on the economic situation in the country moved by 
Mr Madhu Dandavate, Mr George Fernandes, the party's general secretary, 
said that there iiad been a loss of 800,000 jobs in tue private sector in 
two years. 





The private sector used to employ 300,000 more people every year. For 

two years, instead of an increase, there had been a drop of 200,000 jobs-- 
from 7.5 million to 7.3 million--from 1983 to 1985, according to Government 
Statistics. He alleged that the Government was trying to "fudge figures of 
food production.” 


In view of this, Mr Fernandes said the party would mobilize half a million 
people from Bihar and east U.P. for a demonstration in Patna in protest 
against the economic policies, but especially to focus attention on the 
problems of that region. 


He said the Government was devaluing established norms and institutions 
by increasing prices before the budget. It was part of the effort to run 
the Government by "executive flat." 


Mr Chandra Shekhar, president of the Janata Party told the national executive 
here today that the Prime Minister had adopted the attitude of a "superman" 
to find a solution in his own right. The people concerned in his party and 
outside in Punjab and Haryana were not taken into confidence. 


On the implementation of the Punjab accord, Mr Chandra Shekhar said the 
Prime Minister "was trying to rush in where angels fear to tread." That 
had created the situation that was evident now. 
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ANALYST TELLS DELHI ATTITUDE ON POPE'S VISIT 


Madras THE HINDU in English 24 Jan 86 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


ment to make an issue of this demand for pre- 
notification, Dreguatng. hese” apportenents 


procedure for regulating these 
to As the relations between India 


[Text] 
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GANDHI, DEFENSE MINISTER WITNESS 


NAVAL EXERCISES 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 17 Feb 86 p 9 


[Text ] 
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ON BOARD, INS VIXRANT, | 
February 16 (PTI): 
HE Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, today cautioned that 
the Indian Ocean is still a troubled 
area with big power rivalries and 
quarrels not of our making. 

Addressing sailors and officers of the 
navy, the Prime Minister said the navy 
has a much greater responsibility “as 
long as we don't have a zone of peace 
in the Indian Ocean.” 

Mr. Gandhi, accompanied by the 
Union ministers of state, Mr. Arun 
Singh and Mr. Sukh Ram, who spent 
nearly 24 hours on the only aircraft 
carrier in South-East Asia witnessing a 
scries of thrilling naval exercises, com- 
mended the glorious service rendered 
by the flag ship during the last quarter 
of a century. 

The Prime Minister who released a 
brochure and a commemorative post- 
age stamp on the silver jubilee of the 
ship. He recalled that when the country 
won its independence it had a very 
smal! navy. He said Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru took upon himself the task of 
building up the navy and in one and a 
half decades the strength of the navy 
increased by bounds. 


“At that time, as now, we looked | 


upon the world friendly eyes and 
without any design on any country. 
Unfortunately, we have been facing 
agercssions and threats of aggression 


‘and we have to strengthen our naval 
forces to defend our independence and 
freedom,” the Prime Minister said. 
‘India’s independence had been tra- 
ditionally dependent on control over 
the seas. It was the lack of control over 
the seas which resulted in the country's 
colonisation and it coming under the 
British rule. 

i “Vikrant symbolises our blue water 
capability and our determination to 
defend our sovereignty and territorial 
integrity,” Mr, Gandhi said. 

He noted that though not much 
expansion of the navy had taken place 

- in size since 1960, it had acquired the 
necessary pounch, because of the up- 
gradation of the weaponry system and 

' spohistication. 

He also-emphasised the role of the 
navy in safeguarding the country's 
economic zones. “With our economic 
interest, with resources lying hidden in 
the zone, the navy’s responsibility has 
increased much more”. 

The chief of the naval staff, Admiral 
R. H. Tahilani, said that India will 
shortly acquire a newer generation of 
missile armed Sea Kings. 

He said the recent addition of Sea 
Harriers carrying missilcs had further 
strenghened Vikrant's capabilities. 

In his message on the occasion, 
President Zail Singh said INS Vikrant 
had served gallantly in guarding our 

long coastline and enabled the navy to 
play its role in Indian waters. 
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ARTICLE DISCUSSES ACHIEVERESTS (5 DEVIEOE te 


Bombey THE TIMES OF INDIA tc Eegliah ' he) & » 
[Article by ¥.S. Arumecheles! 


{Text ) 
ae ute — fe & oe 
e =p 8! oo Oe oo 











if 





ee ee aed hmv 
ee ae 
en ae ee = ae. 


. 0 
* 


~ rs ow © & oe 
ne oe en wee ee me 
one a ee ee 
aes to =e ee ow 8 se ete 
eget gene ee 8 ee 
ee 8 ee 8 

cum Ge ee 





The achievements of the Def Reseerc) eat ewe lope OF perieet ber ltr 
into which the earlier Defence Scicece Orpeniaet ion t(rene’eceed feeelt © 
years ago, in providing indigesous options to geet the eel tll erieee ceqed re 
ments of the armed forces for erase end sumenitios. commenicet bene an 
clothing, rockets end reders, simeleteors end sonere. Geet) chet ere eet Gree 
have already made a significant tapect. “ere fepertert fe Che Tere Chet 
these accomplishments and the peimeteking creetion of ap HAP fed metre Here 
where none existed before hes crested « epirit of se)! -comt i@emee Chet cee 


enables us to undertake the developeret of gether fetertet i: see erates 


Tremendous Growth 


This t-.mendous grovth in capebilitios from the teltiea!l peer of of fect hee 
modesi improvements in the performance of taperted ereteme by mem heceeeee 

of parts and substitution of isported compoemest«s by fedigeemes «) feemet beee 
to the present day programmes on the developeret of mele bett le cent, eebted 
missiles and combat aircraft hes not been caer of peleloee 
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DEPARTING ARMY CHIEF DISCUSSES MODERNIZATION PROGRESS . 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Feb 86 p 14 


{Text } 
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INDIA 


SOVIET VISITOR DISCUSSES INDO-SOVIET TRADE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Feb 86 p 10 
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PAPERS REPORT ESTABLISHMENT OF SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL 


Replaces Cabinet Committee 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 5 Feb 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


New Dethi, Feb. 4 (PTI, UNI): 
The government today abolished 
the scientific advisory commit- 


“individual “scientists, two of 


them from the private sector, as 
against the 22 members of the 
SACC who were mostly secretar- 
ies to the government. 


- The SACC, which was set up 
by Mrs Indira Gandhi in 1982 
and whose term ended in June, 


tee to the Cabinet (SACC) and | 
replaced it by an eight-member | 
science advisory council (SAC) 


to the Prime Minister. 


The new council will be. 


headed by Prof. C.N.R. Rao, 
director of the Indian Institute 
of Sciences, Bangalore, and pres- 
ident of the Indian National Sci- 
ence Academy. 

An official spokesman said 
Prof. M.G.K. Menon, who was 
appointed scientific adviser to 
the Prime Minister yesterday, 
will coordinate, the work of 


SAC. 
The six other members are 


1985, had held only one meeting 
since Mr Rajiv Gandhi became 
Prime Minister. 

The council, whose initial 


‘term will be two years, will 


advise the Prime Minister on 
major issues’ concerning science 
and technology, the health of 
science and technology in the 
country and the direction it 
should take. It will also draw up 
a perspective plan for the year 
2001. The council will go into 
specific problems pertaining 


Further Details 


Madras THE HINDU in English 5 Feb 86 p l 


INDIA 


policy and fix priorities to be 
assigned for research and tech- 
nology. 

Other members of the council 
are: Prof. J.V. Narlikar of the 
astrophysics department, Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Re- 


_ search, Bombay, Dr. P.N. Tandon 


of the All-India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, New Delhi, 
Prof. R. Narasimha, Director, 
National Aeronautics Labora- 
tory, Bangalore, Dr A.S. Gangu- 
ly, chairman of Hindustan Lev- 
er, Bombay, Dr Sekhar Raha, 
Indian Explosives Limited (crop 
protection, pharmaceuticals and 
ore), Madras, and Prof. Madhav 
Gadgil, Centre for Theoretical 
Studies, Indian Institute of Sci- 
ences, Bangalore. 





[Article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


‘and technology, be- 
‘sides drawing up a 
‘perspective plan to 
regulate scientific re- 


Minister, Mr. Rajiv. . ON matters relating ‘ment during the next 
to scientific development in different spheres: 45 

According to an the Council will 

official | announce- also go into specific ' 

ment, the council will problems pertaining 
advise the Prime Min! to policies and priorities to be assigned for re- 
ster on major issues ‘search and t ical projects. The broad 
pertaining to science terms of reference that are being framed will 
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eae S8, Cornet So Sy SS neneaens be 
tiative in making available the best avai 
advice to the Government on a wide spectrum 
of scientific subjects. 


A research scholar in istry, Prof. C. 'N. 
,R. Rao is also a Fellow of the al Society 
(FRS) which is a great distinction. The other six 
members of rach il who are og a Fae 
ry ene in respective spheres are: 

V likar, Professor of Astro-Physics, Tata In- 
stitute of Fundamental Research, Bombay, Dr. 
P. N. Tandon, neuro-surgeon at the All-India In- 
stitute of Medical Sciences, Delhi, Prof. R. Nara-: 
simha, nes and Director of the 
tional Aeronautical Laboratory, Bangalore, 
-A. S. Chairman of Hindustan Lever, 
pti» Sekhar Reha an expert on crop 
otection, pharmaceuticals and ores working 
i with the Explosives Ltd, in Madras, and. 
Prof. Madhav Gadgil, who works at the Centre 
for Theoretical oa Studies at the Indian Institute of 
‘ Science, Bangalore. 


<, Dr. V, Siddhartha, who is serving in the Def. 
ence Science Organisation, will be the secret- 


' There is no indication yet as to what kind of 
‘working relationship will be evolved for as- 
sociating Prof. Menon, who has been appoint- 
ed Scientific Adviser to the Prime Minister, with 
the functoning of this Science Advisory Coun- 
cil to avoid duplication of responsibility and en- 
‘sure greater unanimity in the re crag rendered 
to the Government. 
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INDIA 


PRICES OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS REDUCED UNDER PRESSURE 

Analyst Notes Policy Reversal 
Madras THE HINDU in English 6 Feb 86 p 1 
[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
[Text] New Delhi, Feb 5--The Government, in a sudden reversal of the sharp 
increases announced last Friday in the prices of petroleum products, today 
announced some modest reductions in what was described as a "true democratic 


spirit,” to mollify outraged public opinion against these unjustified hikes 
which were going to have a cascading effect on the general price situation. 





The decreases announced tonight were Rs 100 a kilolitre on petrol, Rs 72 a 
kilolitre on high speed diesel oil, Rs 280 a tonne on LPG for domestic 
consumption and Rs 90 a kilolitre of kerosene. They became effective from 
midnight. 


These reductions were made on the increases last week in the prices of 
petrol by Rs 500 a kilolitre, Rs 180 a kilolitre in the case of diesel, 

Rs 700 a tonne of LPG, Rs 225 akilolitre of kerosene and Rs 500 a kilolitre 
of aviation turbine fuel for use by domestic airlines. 


New Cost Structure 


As a result of today's reductions, petrol will now cost in Delhi Rs 7.43 a 
litre against Rs 7.54 announced last week, diesel Rs 3.50 a litre against 

Rs 3.58, kerosene Rs 2.25 a litre against Rs 2.34 and cooking gas Rs 57.62 

a cylinder against Rs 61.79 according to an official announcement tonight. 

The retail prices are exclusive of sales tax and other local levies applicable 
to each item. 


There has, however, been no reduction in the price of aviation turbine fuel 
which will continue to be sold at the recently increased rate. 


The excuse given for the bigger hikes in the prices of petroleum products 
announced in the last budget was that, despite the steady fall in the 

dollar prices of crude, India had to pay more for its oil imports because 
the rupee value of the dollar had gone up considerably, imposing an addi- 
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tional burden on the country’s balance of payments. But this time this 
apologia was set aside and the new increases were sought to be justified 
on the ground that the increasing consumption of petroleum products needed 
to be curtailed to reduce the drain on foreign exchange reserves. 


As the increases in the last budget were matched by other tax concessions, 
there was no public outcry. The Government seems to have grossly misjudged 
the public mood in hiking the prices of petroleum products at a time when 
world prices of crude are tumbling. 


While announcing the reductions tonight, the Finance Minister, Mr V.P. Singh 
made no bones about the fact that, apart from curbing the growth of consump- 
tion, these steep increases were intended to enable the Government to 
mobilise additional resources for the Seventh Plan. No such claim was made 
on Friday last when the Government announced the price increases, stepping 
up the retail price of petrol in Delhi from Rs 7 to Rs 7.54, diesel from 

Rs 3.39 to Rs 3.58, kerosene from Rs 2.11 to Rs 2.34 and cooking gas from 

Rs 51.35 to Rs 61.79 a cylinder. 


There was widespread indignation from all sections of society since the 
increases came in the wake of similar hikes in the so-called administered 
prices of rice and wheat, edible oils, fertilizers and coal, which were 
already producing a chain reaction. But in the case of rice and wheat, 
a part of the increase went to the farmers hard hit by the rise in prices 
of other commodities of mass consumption while the increases in edible oil 
and fertilizer prices were partly brought about by the policy of gradually 
reducing or abolishing the subsidies keeping the prices artificially down. 


However, what was astonishing was the Government's attempt to pose as one 
that not only works faster, but also responds quicker to public criticism. 
The Finance Minister said: "I have carefully studied public reaction to 
the recent increases in petroleum prices. The Congress (I) has been in 
the forefront in articulating the people’s sentiments." 


Opposition Infuriated 


This attempt to put a political gloss on a policy reversal under duress has 
infuriated the Opposition parties which were hoping to derive some advantage 
by threatening a countrywide agitation. Congress (I) members themselves 
seemed perplexed by the statements issued by Mr Kamlapati Tripathi, 

Mr H.K.L. Bhagat and others yesterday, deploring the increases and making 
suitable reductions. 


What was even more astonishing was the attempt being made tonight to give 

the impression that the Government had decided to bow to the wishes of the 
Congress (I) Working Committee which met at short notice, before the Prime 
Minister called a meeting of the Cabinet, to approve the proposed reductions. 
It was not clear who actually stage-managed this command performance, whether 
Mr Rajiv Gahdni himself approved of this new strategy to project the party in 
this role to explain away the volte face on the part of the Government. 
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PTI reports: 


Stating that the "Government is never out of line with the real interests 
of the broad masses, particularly the weaker section of our society," the 
Finance Minister, however, sounded a note of caution saying the moderation 
in the price hike does not mean that the Government is moving away from a 


broadbased strategy for energy consumption. 


"This is a time for austerity," Mr Singh said. "Development and economic 
independence for the country are precious and the Government will ensure 
that petroleum imports are restrained to ensure balance of payment viability 
and reduce substantially the import of edible oils." 


Editorial Scores Ganuni Style 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 6 Feb 86 p 8 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] We do not know what persuaded the Union govern- 
ment to decide on a sudden, sharp and wholly unjustified 
hike in the prices of petroleum products last week. We also 
do not know who took the initiative — Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and the whiz-kids around him or finance 
minister V. P. Singh and his advisers. But it is obvious that 
a decision of this im nce for the economy and of 
explosive potentiality for the future of the Congress party 
at least in the short run must have had the consent of the 
Prime Minister. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi cannot avoid this 
responsibility. 

We also do not know the origin of the protest against 
this price increase by senior Congressmen, including the 
party’s working president, Mr. Kamlapati Tripathi, a Union 
cabinet minister, Mr. H. K. L Bhagat, and some PCC chiefs. 
It is possible that it reflects an intra-party tussle. Indeed, it 
does look that the protest has been coordinated by someone; 
so many PCC chiefs could not have been present in New 
Delhi by sheer accident. Put we are in no position to confirm 
the fact of such a coordination. So we do not wish to 
comment on it. Meanwhile it is obvious that the matter was 
not discussed by the Union council of ministers; otherwise. 
Mr. Bhagat could not in fairness have voiced his opposition 
to the hike in public. This is a comment on the manner in 
which the government functions. The cabinet exists only in 
name. Vital decisions are taken elsewhere. 

Once again Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has sought to tide over 
the probiem in a manner that appears to be characteristic 
of him. The Con working committee met in the 
morning (Wed y, February 5) under his own chair- 
manship and demanded tnat the decision to raise the prices 
of petroleum products be reviewed. To the best of our 
knowledge, this is the first occasion since independence 
when the Congress working committee has so censured its 
own party government at the Centre and when the same 
individual as Congress president has so censured himself as 
prime minister. The Union cabinet met later in the 
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BRIEFS 


NEW POLITICAL PARTY--Yet another political party, the Jatiya Swarajya 

Dal, has been formed with Mr Bimalananda Shasmal as president and Mr 
Harihar Misra as general secretary. It has called upon the youths to rise 
above party politics, fight corruption, curb violence and work for "the 
greater good of all people." [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 

4 Feb 86 p 3] /9317 


FRG, SPAIN CULTURAL PACTS--New Delhi, Jan 31--India today signed two 
separate cultural agreements with the Federal Republic of Germany and 

Spain. Both the agreements were signed by Mr Y.N. Chaturvedi, joint 
secretary, Ministry of Human Resources Development, on behalf of India 

and Dr E. Eighkoff, ministerial director of Foreign Cultural Affairs, 
Directorate-General of the Federal Foreign Office, on behalf of the FRG, and 
Mr Charles Barcena Portdes, on behalf of Spain. [Text] [Calcutta THE 
STATESMAN in English 1 Feb 86 p 12] /9317 


CPI-ML CRITICISM--Mr S.R. Bhaiji, general secretary, central committee 

of the CPI(ML), criticized in a statement, the NTR Government of Andhra 
Pradesh for arresting its president and two central committee leaders, 

Mr Sadhan Sarkar and Mr Moni Chakraborty. It demanded removal of all the 
restrictions imposed on mass organizations by the Government in Andhra 
Pradesh. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 1 Feb 86 p 3] /9317 


INDO-CZECH TAX AGREEMENT--New Delhi, Jan 27--India and Czechoslovakia today 
signed an agreement to avoid double taxation and prevent evasion of income 
tax between the two countries. It was signed by the Finance Minister, Mr 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh, and the Czechoslovak Finance Minister, Mr Ing 
Jarmir Zak. The agreement provides for complete exemption from taxation 
in respect of income from operation of aircraft by the airlines of one 
country in the other, and enumciates a combination of the exemption and 
eredit methods for elimination of double taxation. It comes into force 
after the two countries notify each other about the completion of procedure 
required by law in the respective countries for bringing it into force. 
it will, however, be effective in India in respect of income arising in any 
accounting vear beginning on or after April 1, 1985 and in Czechoslovakia 
in reepect of income arising on any accounting year beginning on or after 
eneery 1, 1985. ‘Text! [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Jan 86 p 9] 
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CONGRESS-I JQINT SECRETARIES--New Delhi, Jan 23--The Congress (1) president, 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi has appointed eight new joint secretaries for the Congress 
(I), reports UNI. Three of them are women. According to “Mr Arjun Singh. 
Congress (I) vice-president, except for Mr D.P. Ray, the folnt secretaries 
will work with the general secretaries. Mr Ray will independently loos 
after cadre building and party conventions. The new joint secretaricse 

are: Mr C.D. Patel, Mr Vilas Muttemwar, Mr K.V. Panickar, Mre Amariit 

Kaur, Mr Meijinlung Kamson, Mrs Chandresh Kumari, Mr D.P. Ray and Mies 

D.K. Thara Devi. While Mr Patel and Mr Muttemwar will help the genera! 
secretaries, Mr G.K. Moopanar and Mr A.K. Antony, respectively, Mr Panickar 
and Mrs Kaur will help Mr Bhagwat Jha Azad and Mr Naval Kishore Sharma. 

The general secretary, Mr Ram Dhal will be assisted by Mr Kamson while 

Miss Thara Devi will work with Mr T. Anjiah. Mrs Chandresh Kumari has 
been assigned to assist the party spokesman, Mrs Najma Heptullah. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Jan 86 p 9] /9317 


CPI-M SECRETARIAT--Calcutta, Jan 27--The strength of the 1l5-member secretar-at 
of the state CPI(M) has been reduced to 10 by dropping five senior members, 

it is reliably learnt today. The new secretariat was elected at the three- 
day meeting of the party's state committee which ended here today. Those 

who have been reportedly dropped are Mr Krishnapada Chosh, Mr Sudhanshu 
Dasgupta, Mr Lakshmi Sen, Mr Naresh Dasgupta and Mr Gopa! Bose. The 

names of the new secretariat members are likely to be announced by the 

party's state secretary, Mr Saroj Mukherjee, at a press conference tomorrow. 
The reduction in the secretariat was unexpected in view of the increase in 

the strength of the party's state committee which was elected by the delegates 
at the CPI(M)'s state conference at Tollygunge in the last week of November. 
According to sources, it was initially planned to increase the strength of 

the secretariat from 15 to 19 by inducting some new persons as was done while 
electing the state committee, which, according to Mr Mukherjee, comprises 
members whose average age is below 40 years. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH 
in English 28 Jan 86 p 1] /9217 


RAJASTHAN HARVEST EXPECTATIONS--Jaipur, Jan 20--The severe drought in 
Rajasthan has not only decreased the area under kharif crop but also 
resulted in a substantial fall in the agricultural production and mass 
exodus of cattle. Governor Vasantrao Patil addressing the members of the 
Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha on the first day of the session here today expressed 
his pleasure over the fact that the State stood third in the country in 
implementing the 20-point programme. During the current financial year, he 
said, the State was second in the country in implementing the programme till 
November last. Against a kharif sowing target of 122 lakh hectares, only 
109 lakh hectares could be sown. Due to scanty rains, the kharif production 
will go down considerably. Compared to 1984-85, the foodgrain production 
is estimated to be 38.73 percent, while oilseeds would remain only 50 per- 
cent. Besides, the production of other crops is likely to be only 64.86 
percent. On account of little rainfall in October last, the rabi area 

would be about 55.5 lakh hectares, the Governor said. To increase production, 
high yield varieties were sown in about 27 lakh hectares during 1985-86. 


Despite the drought, about 71,000 tonnes of fertiliser was distributed 

during the kharif season, an increase over the previous year. Additional 
irrigation facilities are likely to be created this year with the he.p of the 
Indira Candhi Canal, Mr Patil told the members. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 21 Jan 86 p 6] /9317 
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Jaber al-Sabah, went to Damascus on 16 
February in an effort to enlist Syria's 
help in persuading Iran to halt its 
offensive. 

Syria's support for Iran has so far 
involved the 1982 closure of the pipeline 
from iraq to the Mediterranean and the 
reported supply of weapons, spare parts 
and medical equipment to help the 
Iranian war effort. In return, tran has 
agreed to provide Damascus with 6 
million tonnes of crude oil a year, includ- 
ing 1 million tonnes as an annual gift 

In recent months, relations between 
Darnascus and Tehran have soured The 
shipments of Iranian crude have slowed 
down because of Syrian payments 
arrears and increased iraqi pressure on 
Kharg. Tehran has also been critical of 
Syria's rapprochement with Jordan 


The aid lever 


The Gulf states have an additional 
means of putting pressure on Syria — aid 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are committed 
to giving the bulk of the $1,850 million 
in annual aid to Syria pledged at the 1979 


Baghdad surnmmit. They have yet to use 
this aid as a lever to stop Syria’s support 
for tran. But if Iranian forces began to 
pose a direct threat to Kuwait, Syria might 
come under heavier pressure from its 
Arab backers to break relations with Iran 
— unless Tehran agrees to negotiate a 
peace settiernent with Saddam Hussain 

The latest Iranian offensive has shown 
that Iran has the will and ability to punch 
through Iraq's formidable defences But it 
still appears to lack the power to sustain 
the momentum of its attacks 

Neither side has been able to obtain 
a clear-cut military victory — Iran's 
advantage in troop Numbers and its more 
daring tactics have been cancelled out by 
Iraq's superior firepower and defence 
capabilities As the war drags on. the 
Opposing regimes have, if anything, 
become more stable and entrenched in 
their irreconcilable wews on how to 
resolve the conflict Both sides have 
shown they are prepared to endure 
indefinitely the war's colossal human and 
economic cost 
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IRAN 


PAPER REPORTS ON FAILURE OF KORNIYENKO EFFORTS TO END WAR 
GFO71516 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 6 Mar 86 pp 1, 21 


[Excerpt] Paris--Soviet-Iranian relations did not actually improve as 

a result of the visit to Tehran by USSR Deputy Foreign Minister Georgiy 
Korniyenko although the visit led to an understanding over the coordination 
of some aspects of economic and oil cooperation between the two countries. 


The Soviet leadership had hoped that he would succeed, where others had 
failed, in persuading Iranian leaders to end hostilities and accept the 
principle of negotiations. However, Korniyenko's mission in this regard 
failed. In the latest period two noteworthy things have taken place on 
the level of relations between Tehran and Moscow: First, the USSR has 
officially protested to the Iranian Government because it secretly sent 
Iranian missions to Afghanistan with the aim of establishing a unified 
front for the Afghan Mujahidin which will act and move under Tehran's 
supervision, and with its support and financing, against Soviet forces in 
that country. 


Second, the USSR leadership permitted the new leader of the Tudeh party--the 
defunct Iranian Communist Party--to take the platform at the 27th CPSU 
Congress and to make public statements denouncing Iran's insistence on 
continuing the war. The new leader of the Tudeh party is ‘Ali (Huwari), 

who previously had not appeared at any public forums. (Huwari's) appearance 
reflects the reorganization of the Iranian communist party following the 
arrest of its former leader Nureddin Kiyanuri and a number of its leading 
officials in 1983 on the charge of conspiring against the Iranian revolution. 
(Huwari's) public appearance in Moscow reflects the desire of Iranian 
communists, and perhaps that of the USSR, to reactivate the party inside 
Iran. 
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IRAN 


CONTROVERSY OVER SADDAM'S FATE REPORTED BY ARAB MEDIA 
GF041340 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 3 Mar 86 p l 
[Political Editor's report] 


[Text] The GCC countries have learned that Iran has practically abandoned 
its old condition concerning the Iraqi regime--which was rejected on the 
national, pan-Arab, and international levels--to end the war. However, 
Iran continues to insist on the condition of compensation of $50 billion. 


This was affirmed to AL-SIYASAH by Arab diplomatic sources commenting on 
Algerian Foreign Minister Dr Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi's current tour of a 
number of the region's countries. 


The sources stated that the Algerian minister has expressed his conviction 
that, since Iran has become convinced that no one will even listen to its 
old condition, which has been rejected and which deals with the fate of 
the Iraqi regime, the only condition left for Iran to stop the war and to 
enter into negotiations is the financial condition. At the beginning, 
Iran demanded compensation of $150 billion, but it gradually went down 

to $50 billion. During its previous mediation tours, Algeria presented 
the conditions, but the mediation always failed. 


The sources stated that during his recent and current tours of the region, 
the Algerian minister touched upon the issue of mediation in two phases. 

The first phase is to achieve three goals--to refrain from expanding the 
war, to safeguard the security of the international routes, and to refrain 
from attacking civilian targets in both warring countries. The second 

phase would begin after the implementation of the regional and international 
agreement on establishing an international fund for reconstruction with 
capital of $50 billion. The sources believe that this issue is currently 
the subject of intensified contacts on various regional and international 
levels. 


/12858 
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IRAN 


MORE ON CONTROVERSY OVER SADDAM'S FATE 
GF041352 Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 4 Mar 86 pp l, 17 


[Text] Tehran, Kuwait, agencies--Iran immediately denied Kuwaiti press 
reports yesterday that Iran has abandoned its call to topple the Iraqi 
Government as a condition to conduct peace negotiations to end the Gulf 
War. 


Kuwaiti paper AL-SIYASAH yesterday quoted diplomatic sources as saying 
that Iran has reduced its conditions to end the war and abandoned its 
condition of toppling the Iraqi Government led by President Saddam 
Husayn. The newspaper said that the GCC states have been officially 
informed that Iran has abandoned this condition, and that Iran has 
reduced its call for compensation of $200 billion to only $50 billion. 
The newspaper added that Algerian Foreign Minister Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi 
would present a two-phase settlement project which stipulates the 
following: 1) The need to not extend the war to the neighboring 
countries, to provide safety for navigation in the Gulf, and to stop 
the attacks against civilian targets; 2) to establish a development fund 
with capital of $50 billion to be allocated to Iran. 


The paper stated that the establishment of such a fund is currently 
being discussed at high regional and international levels. 


An Iranian official spokesman immediately denied the reports, adding 

that the three conditions to end the war still hold. They are: the 

toppling of the Iraqi Government, compensation of $200 billion, and a 
return to the international border. 
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IRAN 


VOICE OF LIBERATION ON DIFFERENCES IN HIERARCHY 


GF211807 (Clandestine) Voice of the Liberation of Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 
21 Feb 85 


[Text] At a time when the Islamic Republic of Iran is striving to capitalize 
on the way raging at the fronts--to the maximum and for propagandistic pur- 
poses--public opinion within the country is facing a grave dilemma in the 
regime's leadership which stems from differences among the higher echelons 

of Khomeyni's government. According to one of the correspondents of the 
Voice of the Liberation of Iran in Tehran, the clash of wills and differences 
among most of the members of the Guardians’ Council and the Islamic Majlis 
culminated in a walkout by some members on Saturday, 8 February, in a fit of 
anger; they presented their resignations to Khomeyni. 


Our correspondent adds: Khomeyni refused to accept the resignations and re- 
quested they remain in office until next Farvardin [21 March-20 April] 

and to refrain from expressing their opposition to bills debated in the 
Majlis. 


The real cause of these wrangles and differences has not transpired. How- 
ever, political observers in the capital are of the opinion that the root 
cause of the resentment of most of the Majlis members is the modus operandi 
for the approval of Hoseyn ‘Ali Montazeri as Khomeyni’s successor. It is 
also said that some of the Guardian's Council members have stepped up their 
interference in the maters pertaining to the regime's war with Iraq more than 
ever, which has roused the indignation of the Islamic Majlis deputies in 
Tehran. 


/6662 
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IRAN 


PERIODICAL DISCUSSES PAYMENTS TO U.S. COMPANIES, BUDGET CUTS 


London MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW/THE MIDDLE EAST BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 
22 Feb 86 pp 15-17 


[Text ] The government has authorised the The tribunal deals with US claims 





transfer of $ 100 million to replenish an 
escrow account in The Hague used to 
settle payments to US companies. 
Instructions for the transfer were sent to 
the Dutch capital in mid-February, 
according to a senior Iranian official 
based there. 

The Iranian payment was welcomed 
as “excellent news” by US officials. 
They had been waiting to see what 
iran would do after its late-January 
payment of $ 115 million to Chevron 
Oil Corporation reduced the escrow 
account to $ 485 million (MEED 
18: 1:86). The January 1981 Algiers 
hostage agreement which set up the 
$ 1,000 million escrow account — obliges 
Iran to keep the account from dropping 
below $500 million. 

The $ 100 million is being transferred 
from a separate account set up in May 
1982 to handle interest accruing on 
Iran's funds in the main escrow account. 
US officials had earlier said they wanted 
the escrow account to be replenished 
with fresh money, but now stress they 
will do “everything possible to facilitate 
the banking transfer.” 

The interest account still holds $ 400 
million, bringing total Iranian funds 
at the disposal of the special tribunal 
to $985 million. The funds are held by 
the Dutch central bank. 

The Iranian official at The Hague said 
his country was meeting all its 
obligations according to the Algiers 
agreement, and hoped the US would 
do likewise. ‘We look for fairness and 
justice,” he added. He described the 
atmosphere at the tribunal as satisfactory, 
and an improvement on the open hostility 


of earlier years. 
{ 
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arising from the February 1979 
revolution and with Iranian counter- 
claims. In the Chevron case, the US oil 
company has had to pay Iran $175 
million for crude oil bought but not 
paid for. There have been other, smaller 
payments made to Iran in previous 
settlements. 

Thousands of claims have been lodged 
by US firms — including 2,700 claims of 
less than $250,000 each. Analysts 
predict that the tribunal's work will 
take at least 10 years to complete. 


Petrochemicals complex in trouble 


Failure to make a scheduled interest 
payment on a Japanese loan has raised 
fears that the government may be prepar- 
ing to abandon the $ 4,000 million joint- 
venture petrochemicals complex at 
Bandar Khomeini. The 10,400 million 
yen ($55 million) payment was to have 
been completed by 10 February, but Iran- 
ian officials are reported to have told 
Japan it will not be made. 

The Bandar Khomeini complex was 85 
per cen,.t complete when construction 
was halted first by the 1979 revolution, 
and again soon after the start of the Gulf 
war. The complex is owned by the 
Iran-Japan Petrochemical Company 
(1JPC), a joint venture between 
lran’s National Petrochemical Company 
(NPC) and the /ran Chemical 
Development Company (/CDC), a 
Japanese consortium led by the Mitsui 
Group. 

The repayment was to have covered 
three loans: 28,800 million yen 
($ 153 million) from the Export-Import 
Bank of Japan (Eximbank), 60,000 
million yen ($320 million) from a 








syndicate of Eximbank and various 
commercial banks, and 36,200 million 
yen (£192 million) from the same 
syndicate, arranged through Mitsui. 

ICDC provided a further 125,000 
million yen ($ 665 million) in financing 
for the scheme; repayments on 
this loan were stopped by the Iranian auth 
orities in May 1984, after .|\CDC had with- 
drawn Its technicians from the site in 
the Gulf war zone. Total Japanese 
funding for the project comes to 
250,000 million yen ($ «330 million). 

Japanese officials say that, in refusing 
to make the payment, Iranian officials 
indicated that the decision was not due 
to technical problems. Observers in Japan 
think Iran may have postponed comple- 
tion of the project indefinitely. In April 
1985, tne majlis (parliament) rejected 
a supplementary agreement signed two 
years earlier by NPC and ICDC. This 
called for Jran to assume all additional 
expenses, including those resulting from 
war damage; in addition, Japan was to 
be allowed to reduce its 50 per cent 
stake in IJPC. 

Japanese finance specialists are quoted 
as saying that the failure to repay Exim- 
bank is more serious than the earlier 
problems with ICDC. The bank may 
declare Iran in default, making it 
impossible for the scheme to continue. 
This would enable the Mitsui group to 
collect export insurance totalling 81,200 
million yen (% 430 million). HoWever, 
political considerations mean the 
Japanese government is unlikely to 
deciare a default in the near future. 


Santa Fe awarded $19 million 


US-based Santa Fe International 
Corporation has reached a $ 19 million 
settlement with National Iranian Oil 
Company (NIOC) at the special US-Iran 
claims tribunal in the Hague. The settle- 
ment of two claims was approved by the 
tribunal on 7 February. 

Santa Fe, which was taken over by 
Kuwart Petroleum Corporation in \ate 
1981, lodged its claim with the tribunal 
in January 1981. The company had been 
drilling sor oil in southern Iran. 

The settlement is one of several 
involving US and western oil companies, 
in recent months (see above). In January, — 

Chevron Oil Corporation received $115 
million; in late 1985, British Petroleum 
was paid $ 150 million-200 million 
(MEED 1:2:86). 
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Budget faces cutbacks 

The budget for the year starting 21 March 
could be cut severely, according to the 
majlis (parliament) “lan & Budget “- 
Committee spokesman. Oil revenues in 

1985/86 and 1986/87 will be far below 
government projections, Oorban-Ali 

Dorri Najafabadi told the majlis in mid- 
February. 

Najafabadi predicted that oil revenues 
this Iranian year will not exceed IR 1.2 
million million ($ 13,500 million), 
compared with the |R 1.9 million million 
($21,000 million) budgeted by the 
Government. He added that the maijlis 
could not accept the government's 
proposed figure of 1R 16 million million 
(% 18,260 million) for 1986/87. A total 
of IR 1.3 million million- 1.4 million 
million ($ 14,600 million- 15,700 million) 
is More realistic, he said. 

The government presented its 1986/87 
budget in December: it set total 
expenditure at about $42,000 million 
(MEED 7:12:85). The majlis has to 
approve the budget before 21 March. 

Najafabadi, an Islamic economist, has 
long been one of the most outspoken 
critics of government economic policy. 
He has also tended to underestimate oil 
revenue — although his predictions have 
been nearer actual earnings than govern- 
ment figures. 

Oil exports in 1985/86 are believed to 
have averaged about 1.5 million barrels a 
day (b/d). However, the recent big drop 
in oil prices has promp ‘ed the government 
to reduce exports to about 1 million b/d. 
If prices do not rise in the coming months, 
earnings could drop below even 
Najafabadi's estimate. 


IN BRIEF 


o Denmark has received a $32 million order 
for 24,000 tons of feta cheese. The contract 
wes won against stiff West German and Dutch 
competition. Further orders are expected. 


© The Mostazafin (deprived) Foundation has 
given 3 1 900 million in cash and goods since 
1979 to the poor, some revolutionary organ- 
isations, and the war effort. The official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (iRNA) says the figure 
does not include land given to farmers and 
11,159 homes bullt by the foundation and sold 
On easy terms to low-income families. 


© The World Health Organisation (WHO) is 
to provide technical help to the 
pharmaceuticals industry , it was announced 
after a recent WHO visit to Tehran. 
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have we benefitted from these altered circumstances? Has the aid that we 

are now receiving improved our economic condition? Have we completed our 
nuclear research program? Have we become self-sufficient or has our dependence 
on the United States increased? The fact is that our debts have increased 

by 50 percent. During the last 5 years, we borrowed $3 billion from the 
United States. Our able minister of the treasury announced in Korea that, in 
the 1987 package, we will borrow $6 billion. The question that deserves 
attention here is whether we will be paying for the military hardware or 
receiving it as aid. If we receive military aid, will we not have to give 
something in return? Will this not involve the inspection of Kahuta installa- 
tions? Will we not be expected to soften our stand on Israel? Will we not 

be used against Iran? After all, such an extensive military aid will not be 
given as alms or as an act of charity. We will have to give something in 
return and what will that be? I demand that our able minister of the treasury 
and laudable minister of foreign affairs elucidate the matter. The other 
important foreign policy issue concerns our relations with India. As Muslims, 
it is part of our faith to improve relations with our neighbors. We signed 
the Simla agreement 13 years ago in the same spirit. This was also a kind 

of "no war’ pact in which it was announced that we would solve our disputes 
through negotiation. The present government is going ahead on the same path 
and in the same spirit. We support this, but improving relations is one 

thing and strengthening friendship is another. Living nations learn from the 
past. How can we forget the bitter fact that India divided our country, that 
it fought against us, that 90,000 of our soldiers were prisoners of war in 
Indian camps? Even today, Rajiv Gandhi says that India and Pakistan are one 
country and that the British drew artificial boundary lines between them. 
Thus, whatever we do will have to be done with great care and caution lest 
India get the opportunity to create a political cell in this remaining part 

of our country as it did in East Pakistan and cultivate certain elements with 
a view to divide Pakistan. 


Another aspect of Pakistani-Indian relations concerns our national dignity 
and collective ego. Regrettably, all the visits on the leadership level were 
from our side. The stopover of 17 December was not a visit: it was maneuvered 
by us. Anyway, what did we gain from this visit? A mere verbal promise that 
we will not attack each other's installations. But the question is, were they 
going to attack us? Because of the F-l6s they were fearful for their own 
safety. Mr Subramaniam, a high level advisor on Indian defense, is on record 
as saying in an interview in Nepal 2 months ago that India would not attack 
because such an act would be self-destructive. This was a verbal promise; the 
trwe state of affairs will emerge in the meeting of secretaries when they will 
insist om a treaty of friendship. But friendship can come about only after 
ell qwarrels are settled. Have we settled all our disputes? Has the problem 

' Keshmir been solved’? Has the Rann of Kutch dispute been resolved? Has 
the Slechin isswe been settled? If not, how can we announce that we are friends? 


we should by all means improve relations with India but in a manner that does 
ot ietere our sovereignty and independence. What should one call our style 
when we eammownce the expected visit of Rajiv Gandhi as: "Mr Rajiv Gandhi has 


kiediv eaereed to visit Pakistan’™ Good manners on a personal level are quite 
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different from the etiquette that should be observed on a state level. On an 
official level, what is required is not humility, but dignity and reserve. 


We allowed Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan to visit India. That was the correct thing 

to do. It is his right as a free citizen to travel to any place he wishes. 
Although I do not agree with him on a number of issues, I acknowledge his 
sacrifices and services during the war of liberation. But the decision to allow 
him to go to India should have been made in Pakistan and not because 

Rajiv Gandhi asked for it at the SAARC conference in Dhaka. Now we have 

suffered a serious loss of dignity. This venerable man which yesterday was 
dragged around by the police is now being sent to India in a special plane. 

At one time called the Gandhi of the Frontier, this poor man was not even allowed 
to enter Mianwali. He is now being sent to India like a head of state. 


What kind of sovereignty is this that when India demands that a certain individual 
should not be allowed into Pakistan, we reply, "Yes sir, no Sikh leader will be 
given a visa to enter Pakistan." When India says that a certain Pakistani leader 
should be sent to India, we reply, "Yes sir, we will not only give him an NOC 

[no objection certificate] but will also provide him with a special plane free 

of charge?" 


Mr Speaker! I realize that there are many problems and not much time left for 

me to speak. I have presented my views on a few aspects of foreign policy. If 

I had the time, I would talk about several other aspects. I would draw the 
Assembly's attention to the deplorable condition of the Muslims of Bihar who 

have emigrated twice for the sake of Pakistan and who are more sincere 

Pakistanis than we. I demand that a Prime Minister's Fund be established to 
bring them to Pakistan. If I had the time, I would point out how we have not 
succeeded as yet in designating Pakistan's borders; how we have failed to win 
acceptance for the Durand Line and to define our borders in the Rann of Kutch; 
how we have handed over 2,000 square miles of the Siachin Glacier area to 

India because we say that not even a blade of grass grows there. If I had the 
time, I would have asked why, on the one hand, we are doubling and trebling our 
trade with India, while, om the other hand, we have reduced our trade with a 
tested and true friend like China over the last few years. I would have pointed 
out how, in spite of all our slogan-shouting about the unity of the Islamic 
world, we are close to only those Muslim countries that are the friends of the 
United States; we are cold towards Syria, Libya, Iran, Algeria and South Yemen. 
If I had time, I would point out that Pakistani nationals are being told to leave 
foreign countries; even our friends hesitate to issue visas to Pakistani nationals 
to enter their countries. I would mention how certain favored Pakistani ambassa- 
dors in foreign countries get extension after extension of their term of office 
while competent and deserving officials of the Foreign Office are deprived of 
their rights. Unfortunately, the shortage of time does not allow me to speak of 
any of these matters. I end my speech with the thought expressed in this couplet: 
There should be no need to cry a flood of tears; if tears have effect, then two 
should be sufficient. 


9863/8309 
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PAKISTAN 


LETTER WRITER OFFERS VIEWS ON LIFTING OF MARTIAL LAW 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 23 Jan 86 pp 3-4 


[Text] Begum Abida Hussain, Member of the National Assembly and wife of 
the Speaker of that ‘august’ body, is reported to have observed at a Press 
forum in Karachi that General Ziaul Hag had given democracy as a ‘gift.’ 
She is further reported to have said: “We have not fought for it." 


While this statement is a blatant insult to the nation, specially to 
those who fell fighting or remained incarcerated for years, not in tens 
or hundreds but in thousands, for restoration of democracy, it may be 
true of Begum Abida and those in whose company she sits in what is called 
a ‘sovereign Parliament.' 


General Zia, it is true, was not forced to concede ‘mutilated’ democracy 
by a revolution or street power. Nevertheless he was forced to concede 
whatever he has conceded by sustained efforts of the politically conscious 
and deprived people who demonstrated, through courageous defiance, that 
they could not accept anything other than a representative system. Why 
were the elections postponed twice? The way the referendum was held and 
the people's response to it are public knowledge. 


During the 102-month-long Martial Law the activists suffered imprisonment 
and whipping and Sind went through fire and blood. All this further 
alienated the people internally and internationally. The reports of 
Amnesty International are full of evidence of arbitrary arrests, whippings, 
military trials, torture of detenus and hangings without judicial trials. 


However, the sustained defiance and unprecedented courage of the people 
forced the rulers to relax, come out of the military bureaucratic shell 
and seek allies among those wha have been betraying tested Muslim Leaguers. 
The compulsion came through economic factors. 


Expenditure on law and order (Police) increased from Rs 827 million in 
1976-77 to Rs 1,636 million in 1984-85 (100 percent). Defence expenditure 
increased from Rs 9,668 million in 1976-77 to Rs 33,063 million (242 percent 
increase) in 1985-86. This increased expenditure resulted in higher 
taxation, declining savings, higher deficits, rising inflation, and less 
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money being available for even maintenance of national assets. Of 
course, patronage of the private sector and pampering of the feudals, 
through credit and subsidies, saved the privileged from the crushing 
burden which the people of Pakistan had to carry on their weak shoulders. 


The rulers balanced their expenditure and privileges by begging for loans 
which increased from 6.34 billion in 1976-77 to $14 billion by the end of 
June 1985, raising debt service obligation from $332 million to $963 million 
(about 300 percent increase) during the same period. Due to lack of funds, 
no improvement in the transport system and no new addition to power gene- 
ration plants have been registered. People's problems of transport, 
education, health and employment multiplied manifold. Industrial expansion 
came to a standstill. Somebody else is needed to take the blame. 


Another reason for giving the ‘gift’ has been the adverse publicity the 
people's defiance and their suppression brought to the rulers in the 
comity of democratic nations.--A.B., Federal Area, Karachi 


/9317 
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PAKISTAN 


WALI KHAN ADDRESSES NDP MEETING 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 25 Jan 86 p 1 


[Text] Peshawar, Jan 24--Khan Abdul Wali Khan has cautioned that the 
policy of continued confrontation on the Afghanistan issue would compel 
the aggrieved Pakhtoons to chalk out their own course. 


Addressing a largely attended first public meeting of the National Democratic 
Party after the lifting of Martial Law at Jinnah Park on Friday, Mr Wali Khan 
said the Pakhtoons would not allow the spiliing of their blood and devasta- 
tion of their land on either side of Durand Line for any longer period. 


Red flags and banners fluttered all over the Park as buses and vehicles 
brought slogan-chanting NDP workers from far flung areas to the venue of 
the meeting. 


Volunteers wearing red uniforms maintained discipline and led the «.eers 
and slogan-raising in the meeting. All top brass of the NDP was present 
including the Party leaders who were here to attend the Central Council 


meeting. 


Surprisingly the leaders of the NAP Pakhtoonkhawa from Baluchistan also 
attended the public meeting. 


Abdul Wali Khan reiterated his contention that Pakistan has been made 
subservient to the American interest especially in the context of Afghanistan. 
He said the war in Afghanistan was being fought to serve the American and 
Soviet interest. But he said, the ravages of war were being felt by the 
Pakhtoons. 


The NDP President maintained that direct talks between Islamabad and Kabul 
offered the only solution to the Afghan crisis adding that Pakistan may 
bypass in case the United States and Soviet Union reached a settlement on 
major issues. Wali Khan was not impressed by the logic of ideological 
opposition to the Soviet Union because it negated Pakistan's friendship 
with another Communist country, China. He alleged that Pakistan was 
choosing its friends and enemies according to America’s whims, one such 
indication was Islamabad's intriguing silence on the US threat to Libya. 
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The NDP chief did not believe that the war in Afghanistan was a Jihad. 
He alleged that the Jamaat-e-Islami was interested only in collecting 
the war bounty. 


He warned that if Jamaat-e-Islami continued to arm the Afghan refugees 
and involve them in the local politics others would be justified in 
calling upon their own friends from across the borders to come to their 
help. 


Wali Khan asked the refugees to live here as guest and brothers without 
getting themselves involved in the local politics. He said the Khyber 
Agency operation was part of a conspiracy to create rift within the 
Pakhtoon ranks. The NDP leader remarked that for all practical purposes 
the Durand Line has lost its relevance as lakhs of Afghan refugees were 
crossing it at their will without any hindrance. 


Referring to Thursday's bomb explosion in Peshawar, Wali Khan said it 
was a danger signal. Recalling his earlier warnings regarding the 
deteriorating law and order situation owing to the piling up of weapons 
in the area, he said stage has now been reached when nothing is safe now. 


Reiterating his stand on Kalabagh Dam, Wali Khan vowed to bomb it if the 
authorities went ahead with the project despite the cpposition from the 
Pakhtoons. 


Wali Khan stressed that the Pakhtoons were willing to live as equal 

partners in a Federal Pakistan but not as ‘slaves.’ If brotherhood was 
not accorded to them they may be pushed to choose their own separate ways. 
He called on his audience to follow the golden ideals of Bacha Khan. 


{9317 
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PAKISTAN 


DEMAND FOR SARAIKI PROVINCE REITERATED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 25 Jan 86 p 8 


[Text] Lahore, Jan 24--The leaders of the Saraiki Suba Mahaz have demanded 
the demarcation of a separate Saraiki Suba, consisting of the area 

included in D.G. Khan, Bahawalpur and Multan Divisions, Mianwali, Bakkhar 
and Jhang Districts, as this was necessary for the uplift of the people 

and the social, economic and political development of this most undeveloped 
and neglected area of Punjab. 


Addressing a reception in honour of the central leadership of the Saraiki 
Suba Muhaz by the Lahore branch, Taj Mohammad Langah, Zaman Zaffari, Walayat 
Hussain Gardezi, Malik Abdul Hamid, Fazalut Rahman Niazi and Dr Mahar Abdul 
Khaliq, spoke at length on the issue of a Saraiki Suba. Dr Mubashar Hassan 
also met the leaders of the Mahaz and held discussions on these demands. 

In principle, he said, he stood for cultural freedom and maximum autonomy 
for different units. He also supported the demand for a Saraiki Suba. 


Mr Taj Mohammad Langah said that the Saraiki Suba Mahaz was engaged in a 
struggle for the restoration of democracy, along with the other democratic 
forces of the country. He demanded that after the achievement of this 

goal, the people of the Saraiki-speaking area would be given the status 

of the fifth federating unit of Pakistan. He pointed out that the doors fer 
the development of the Saraiki-speaking area had remained closed and people 
were being deprived of their basic rights. Explaining his point further, 

he said the land in this area was not being given to the poverty-stricken 
people but to army officers, civil bureaucrats and displaced persons of 
Tarbela and Mangla Dam areas. He disclosed that the Government was planning 
to settle two and half lakh Bikaris in the area and that this move would 

be resisted. 


Taj Mohammad Langah said that the Punjab had 50 percent share in the Federal 
Government services out of which the number of government employees of 
Saraiki-speaking origin amounted to only 1.2 percent. He also said that 

the worst-affected area due to the closure of the Chashma-—Jhelum Link Canal 
was that of the Saraiki-speaking districts. 


Politically speaking, he said all the smaller provinces had been agitating 
against the supremacy of Punjab. 


/9317 
CSO: 4600/213 
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PAKISTAN 





POLITICAL PRISONERS: CHANGE IN REGIME'’S ATTITUDE URGED 
Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 23 Jan 86 p 7 


[Text] An unnamed Punjab Government spokesman has again said categorically 
that there are no political prisoners in any Punjab jail, and that Press 
reports to the contrary are baseless. 


His further clarification reveals that the persistent confusion on the 
subject is a result of the disparity in the categorisation of these 
prisoners. A debate has been going on in all provinces between Government 
spokesmen and those demanding the release of all political prisoners, 
particularly now that Martial Law has been lifted. Political parties and 
Political Prisoners’ Release Committees have claimed that there are at 
least 45 political prisoners in NWFP jails, as many as 143 such prisoners 
in Sind and Baluchistan, and 78 in the Punjab. On the other hand, Govern- 
ment representatives have said either that there are no political prisoners 
or only a very small number. 


Smokescreen 


The Punjab Government has at long last swept away the smokescreen by 
stating that those considered political prisoners by the others were 
convicted by military courts for various crimes, including acts of terrorism, 
and were undergoing imprisonment like other criminals. This was mandated 
by CMLO-8 which laid down that all those sentenced under Martial Law Regu- 
lations should be treated as ordinary prisoners irrespective of their 
status. Presumably, this MLO is protected by the Eighth Amendment. The 
Punjab Government, is, however, graciously prepared to consider deserving 
cases for the grant of special class in accordance with their social, 
eduational or financial status on the production of documentary evidence 
by the prisoners’ relations. 


Indemnity and Amnesty 


The primary question is not really that of the treatment meted out to 
political prisoners sentenced under Martial Law Regulations, but whether 
they whould at all be kept in jails now. Generally, in circumstances of the 
sort that prevailed in this country for more than eight years, indemnity of 
all acts done by Authority is accompanied by an ammesty for all prisoners 
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punished and detained by the regime during its period of rule. This 
should be done now without further delay. 


On the subject of categorisation, the Muslim League's General Secretary, 
Malik Qasim, has made the sensible suggestion that to determine the matter 
the Government should publish a list of all such prisoners and give details 
of the charges on which they were indicted. He goes on to point out that 
under the U.N. Human Rights Charter (and he refers also to Rule 225 of the 
Pakistan Prisons Manual), a political prisoner is one who commits an act 
for no personal gain but for political motives. This general principle, 
whether or not it is stipulated in any Pakistan code or rules, cannot be 
ignored or easily overriden. The Government would, therefore, be well- 
advised to treat all detainees as political prisoners and give them the 
facilities that have traditionally beeen accorded to politicals even during 
the worst days of the British raj. 


Better still, the Government should change its attitude towards all persons 
who were jailed, either by military or civil courts acting under the 
draconian laws then in force, and order their release, so that a more 
congenial political atmosphere can be generated for setting in motion a 
political process that will take Pakistan back (or forward) to normalcy. 
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